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BASIC INFORMATION ON THE URGANIZATION OF THE GERMAN 


ARMED FORCES 


In 1933 the top position in the armed forces under Hindenburg was 
held by von Blomberg, his title being Reich Defence Minister. He had 
under him as service chiefs sen sete with the title of Chief of Army 
Staff and Raeder with that of Chief of Naval Staff. The Air Force did 
not yet officially exist. 

In tay 1935, with the reestablishment of conscription, von Blomberg 
was upgraded to Reich Minister for Var and Comnander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces. Von Fritsch and Raeder were also upgraded to Commanders 
in Chief of the Army and Navy. The Army Statt and Navy Staff became 
"High Commands" (OKH and OK). 

The Air Force, which came into the open about this time, was an 
independent institution under Gocring personally. Goering was both Air 
Minister and Commander in Chisr of the Air Force. 

In February 1938 there was a general reorganization. Blomberg was 
retired and his ministry was wound up. out of the interscrvice 
department of the old ministry, the so-called "Armed Forces Department", 
was formed a new overall interservice authority, the High Command of 
the Armed Forces, or OKW, It exercised authority over the Air Force to 
the same extent as over the Amy and Navy. The OKV was in effect Hitler's 
personal staff for armed forces matters and it combined staff and 
ministcrial functions, Its head was Keitel, with the title of Chief 
of the OK’, and the head of its planning or operationsldepartment was 
Jodl, with the title of Chief of the Armed Forces Upcrations Department 
("Department" later changed to "Staff"), Jodl's immediate subordinatc 
was Warlimont, with the title of Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces 
Saanaetens Staff from 191. 

Racder survived the 1938 reshuffle but Fritsch was retired as 
Commander in Chief of the Army and rcplaced by von Brauchitsch. 

After 1938 there were thercforce four departments, OKW, OKH, OKii and 
the Air Force (named OKL only in 194), and each had its own General 


Staff. In each case this General Staff was the most important division 
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of the department and its chief was, next to the Commander in Chief 
himself, the most important man in his arm of the services. It will be 
seen that in this war there was no single General Staff such as there 
was in World War I, 

Later changes in the top commands: von Brauchitsch was replaced as 
C-in-C of the Army by Hitler himself in December 191. Raeder was 
replaced as Cein-C of the Navy by Doenitz in January 1943. For the last 
month of the war von Greim was C-in-C of the Air Force in the place of 
Goering. 

Under the Army High Command (OKH) were the army field formations, 


Usually the immediately subordinate formation was known as an army group" 


which was a headquarters controlling two or more "armies". In some cases, 


e.g. in the campaigns in Norway and Greece where only ane army was used, 
"armies" were directly subordinated to OKH, rather than to an "army group". 
Under the "armies" came the lower field formations, i.e, corps, divisions, 
regiments etc. 

Under OKL, the immediately subordinate air formation. was known as 
an "Air Fleet" (Luftflottc); the lower units under the Air Fleet were 
called "corps" (Fliegerkorps or Jagdkorps) or "divisions" (Fliegerdivisionen 
or Jagddivisionen) etc. 

Under the OK were the "naval group commands", which controlled all 
naval operations in a given sector, with the exception of the operations 
of the high seas fleet and the submarines, which by their nature were too 
mobile to be restricted to an area command. The commmders of the fleet 
and of the submarines , and certain other specialized units, were 


directly subordinated to the German Admiralty. 





UM CN 


H1143 -0005 





[ramet rsp 


Naan? 
GMO NSDL Wad YET /HSTHA da THO _ 

Wad NI Hea HSTHA Gea dO NeTINwOSE eH 
. WHC YRTTHSTHAEL AE 30 


(s99.0I 
‘uatzepny) ‘TZ TEZ 
Sadte ty ‘us .ucy . 
ryads) yoru0ys 79£ (Toston 


Fae ial ST ‘amotara ragRds) yputscrqyos 


ne ee 


7, 


SP LSTIVYENES Sed aD ONOITETSOST Wess Md Waid 


iS. 


| 


(mter) worA m740dGs ) ( 


STITH zoyRds 
Fut aed JeTF tH ) 


SLA Wed MEISINT# OT 
-SHOISH ANN TAT" MLANT (zqrued seyeds) a9pesH ee - ae, 
MAC MEA HSTHE AE IE TO END MooaT uN Usd UT HS Hada AO Se 


tyoyd 9pueqe rp IOATTS4S 
Teor $joud- — 
G7 LSONNYHN SS LAS NUH, L 


i 
I2T4TH 


—_——— 
——-— 


THo Han Yad Maa AS THaded YALSRdO 


HAT 


- 0006 


The commoncst terms with their normal abbreviations and American 


or English cquivalents are: 


Amt 

Armee 

Chef 

Fuhrungstab (Fist) 
Gencralstab (Genstab) 
Heeresgruppe (H.Gr. ) 
Heercsleitung 
Luftflotte (Lfl) 


Luftwaffe (Lw) 


Marinegruppenkommando (ifar.Gp.Kdo. ) 


Marineleitung 
Marineoberkommando (iOK) 


Militurbefchlshaber (Mil.Bef.) 


Department 

Army ( in the sense of spccific 
armies in the ficld) 

Chicf 

Operations Staff 

General Staff 

Army Group 


Army Staff 


Air Force 

Naval Group Command 
Naval Staff 

Naval Chief Command 


Military Commander (commanding 


non-operational troops in occupied tcrritories) 


Oberbefehlshaber (OB) 

Obcrkommando 

Oberster Befehlshabcr 
Reichskriegsminister 

Reichsminister der Luftfahrt (Rd L) 
Reichswehrminister 

Seckricgsleitung (SKL) 
Stellvertretender Chef (Stellv. Chef) 
Wehrmacht 


Wehrmachtbefehlshaber (¥B) 


Commander in Chief 
High Command 

Supreme Commander 
Reich War Minister 
Air Ministcr 

Reich Defence Minister 
Naval War Staff 
Deputy Chief 


Armed Forces 


Armcd Forecs Commander 
(EITHER Supreme Commandcr for a 


whole theatre OR Command:r respomsible for all Armed Forecs in an 


x 


IA 


occupied zone) 


Operations Officer or scction 


(G3) 
Supply Officer or section (G1) 


Intelligence Officer or scction 
(G2) 
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COMPARATIVE TABLE OF RANKS 


German Army US Army SS 


me 


Generalfeldmarschall General of the Army Reichsflhrer 5S (RFSS) 
Generaloberst General , Oberstgruppenfithrer 

(Obstgruf ) 
General (der Inf. etc.) Lt. General Obergruppenftihrer 

(Ogruf ) 
Generalleutnant Major General Gruppenftlhhrer 

(Gruf ) 
Generalmajor Brigddier General Brigadefullhrer 

(Brigf. ) 

Oberftthrer 

(Oberf. ) 
Oberst Colonel Standartenftthrer 

(Standf. ) 
Oberstleutnant Lt. Colonel Obersturmbannfuhrer 

(Ostubaf ) 
Majer Major Sturmbannfllhrer 

(Stubaf ) 
Hauptmann Captain Hauptsturmfuhrer 
Oberleutnant Lieutenant Obersturmftihrer 


Leutnant end Lieutenant Unterfullhrer 


German Navy British Navy 
Grossadmiral Admiral of the Fleet 
Generaladmiral Admiral 
Admiral Admiral 
Vizeadmiral Vice-Admiral 
Konteradmiral Rear~Admiral 
Kommodore Commodore 
Kapitdn zur See Captain 
Fregattenkapitdn Commander 
Korvettenkapitdn Lt. Commander 
Kap itdnleutnant Lieutenant 
Oberleutnant zur See Sub-Lieutenant 


Leutnant Midshipman 
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GENERAL STAFF and HIGH 
of 
GURMAT 


Pursuant to 1 Trptbunal's request, mace at its 


the evening Lecember with counsel for the 
and for the “sroups and organizations", the 
followings Lbmitted to the “ribunal and 


counsel for the “vidence in support of this 


ment, embod 


en Je Ln ~ - rf P =r Ce 
ana tne 6Cl L¢ eserves 


dence in 


and nigh Comme he indictment. 


General Information 
formation of the Tribunal, we have prepared 
organization of the German 
is purely de: 
tive in evicence but 
2. tribunal's understanding 
matter, It is submitted herewit Attachment 


anglish, Russian and French, and 


to 


Composition of the teneral Staff 


High vommuand Group 
ELOUD y 
Geclaration of criminelity 
paragraph of Appendix 


+ 


comprises about 
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still living. ‘The composition of the group, and the manner 


in which it functioned, will be fully developed orally before 
Tribunal when the prosecution presents 

this group. svidence concerning the compos and functioning 

of the group is embodied in Affidavits N ] 5, 6 and 9, 


which are n in evidence, and copies of which are 


contained in Attachment 5, subuitted herewith, +hese affidavits 


are signed and sworn to bj 3 reneral |! | halder, Field 


Marshall von Brauchitsch Les ) jernd von brauchitsch, 
and Colonel General 3laskow: Further evidence concerning 

the mposition and functioning of the group 

cqocuments C-76, 1 798-PS, é¢ of which ha already been 
put in evidence, and 16 locume in / submitted 


herewith, which are now offered in evidence, 


szeneral 


Indictment," 

ean the nrosecution's 

rresented berore the Tribunal The document 

which the prosecution will rely have for the most 

been accepted in evidence bv the Tribunal, n addition, 

prosecution herewith offers ij svidence Affidavits 
(by Field iiarshall von Blomberg) ond 5 (by Colonel Genera 
eskowitz), conies of wnich are included in Attachment 8B 


nereto, 


Group -- Count: 


Tndtak h } . that 
Indictment larces that 


Command group "had a major respon- 


+ at 


crimes and crimes against humanity 
i] 
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involved in the execution of the common plan or 

set forth in Counts & and 4 of the Indictment," 

will be fully developed orally when ths prosecution presents 
sroup Lefore the tribunal, ‘ome of the 

Gccwnaents upon which the prosecution will rely in ft! 

nection are, or will be, already in evidence 

Tribunal. The prosecution will also rely upon the documents 

included in Attachment C hereto, The prosecution will also 

rely upon anc herewith offers in evidence 

i? 


3 
in Attachment B hereto, These afri L é simned and sworn 
by Colonel Bogislav von Bonin, Generalleutnant heusinger, 


5 ° + a 7 mn Ae - t c Tin 
brigadefuehrer Ernst Rode, General of Panzer Troops Hans 


in Wilhelm Scheidt, anc SS Gruppenfuehrer 


in evidence 


orger to meet the Tribunalts request 
advance of the composition and nature of ths groups 
with criminality, and in order to 
proceedings without in any way prejudicing the oprortunity of 
the defendants to test the affid ts by examination or cross- 
Kaminatiion of the affiants., 
the evidence 


“) t es ae s45 3% ; - w7 4 *hpoaas ” ~ 4 P ny ope 
must pre opi i MISC L v L1Onc 3 )} SS or &° 


and in connection witl he Generel Staff 
and descriptive in ire Obviously, 
ust know, and the record must show, the general 
functions of these 


7 
} 


s and their i s component parts and subdivisions, 
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Part of this evidence is available 
through the medium of docunents, lLowever, 
na most complete evide 
mornbers of ese groups 
levelop all thi 
if the affi 
in evidence out to develop all this material on 


witness stand appears | the prosecution to be unnecessary 
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and unduly time-consuming. \ffidaavi r statements under 
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German Armed Forces 
meaning of f ) of the Ch Yr, are 
relevant within t! ineanins 
ution | ¥ 16 the admission in evidence 
stified under, and indeed is the 


only result consistent with ne Charter under which this Court 
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to center any disput: 
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techni C 


evidence is lack 
the issue, 
foregoing 
presentation of the sion's ca apainst the 
Staff and High Command group will involve 
its from approxh 


being made 
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available to the #ribunal in Lnglish, Russian ena French, 


a] 


All of them will be made availe } counsel for the defen- 
dants in German in the same manne 4s documents are made 
and with suff 
his own, AlL- ie Signatories o 
statements under oath > available in Niirnberg. Some of them 


have already been requested as witnesses by counsel for one 


or more of the defendants Some of the statement 


are purely expository and non-controversial. The proceedings. 


before this ' bunal will be greatly expedited if the 
Tribunal will admit such statements under oath in evidence, 

counsel for the defendants may 
call any 


examina bi within the scope of the statement under oath, 


in Attachment © 
aavance 
for the 
It should be 
helpful both to 
ocumenits 
of the prosec 


fendants counsel 


themselves with the contents of the 


Oi ULOUNSOLS 


; —~ 8 
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Colonel, G.5.C. 
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Likert ¥ j TRANSLATION OF J.FEID..VIT No.1 
l-1/¢ & f™ 4 19%b OFFICE OF U,S,CHIEF CP COUNSEL 


STAT MENT 
ao See 


Ultimate author 7 aud responsibility for -litary affairs in Germany 
was vested in the Head of State who prior to 2 Areust 1934 was Field Marshal 
von Hindenburg aid ther 2fter unti_ 19/." wes Ado Hitler. 

Sne*iniized militar.- matters ere the responsibility of the three 


branches of the Armee : Cos s0rdi. ve to the Cemmander-in-Chief of the 


Armed Forces (at the same time Head of State), that is to say the Army, the 


Navy and the Air Force. In practice, sunervision within this field was 


excrcised by a relatively small ¢ ~1ip of high-ranking officers. These 
officers exercised such supervision in their official canacity and by virtu 

of their training, their pos ons and their mut.71 cont. cts. Plans for 
militar’ operations of u Ger armed Forees were prepared by members of th. 
group according to the instructions of the 0’ in the name of their respective 
Commanding Off..cers an- “2 $s nted them to the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Forces (at the s~une time Heac 

The members of this growp were charged with the responsibility of 

reparing for mi! ‘tary overatic..> within their competcnt ficlds and they 
actually cid prerrr: f£ ny such oncrations as w +o be undertaken by troops 
in the field. 

Prior to any operation, mombers c* this group were assembled and given 
appropriate directions by the Head of 3% iscamples of such mectings are 
the specch by Hitler to the Commandcers-in-Chicf on 22 August 1939 prior to th 
Polish campaign and the consultation at the Reich Chanccllery on 14 June 1941 
prior to the first Russian campaign. The composition of this group and the 


rclationship of its members to cach other were as s in the attached chart, 


This was ir effect the C ral Staff anc High Command of the German Armed For 


Signed) HALDER 
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CITY OF NURNBERG: 


Before mc, ALTER H. R..PP, Captain, Cevalry, ASN 0-454231, an 
officcr duly quclificd to take oaths, appeared Coloncl Gcnorel FRINZ HALDER, 
to mc known, whe in my presei.cc signed the forcgoing "Erkl!rung" (statcment: 


consisting of two pagcs in the Gcrmen langua'c with amendments initialed 


a 


by him and an attached casrt initisled by nim, and swore that tho same, 


a4 


including the attached -h*rt, was tru: on the 7th day of November 1945, 


(Signed) ‘Jaltcr H. Rapp 
woTGR H. RAPP 
Captain CAV 
O-45h231 


TRAMSLATOR'S NOT: (The above acknowled ent o2 -“th appearcd in the 
oxiginal in inglish) 


4 
_———— 


CEM TIFIC:.TE 


wit it LL ede 


OF DOCUmeL.t 


I, PAUL A. NEULIND, Major, QUC, AS! 0-385720, horcby ccrtify 


that I am thoroughly conversant vith the English and Gorman languages; 


and that the above is a truc and correct translation of Affidavit Mo.l,. 


(Signed) Paul A. Nculand 
PAUL 1.. KEULAND 
Major QUIC 
0385720 
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AFFIDAVIT No,2 
ERKLARUNG 


Die endgultige Vollzugsgewalt und letzte Verantwortung in 
militadrischen Angelegenheiten in Deutschland w: om Sta 
obecrhaupte anvertraut, welches vor dem 2, August 1924 
Gencralfeldmarschall von Eindenburg und spaterhin bis 19¢ 


Adolf Hitler war, 


Verantwortung der dem Oberbefehlshaber dcr Wehrmacht 
Steatsoberhaupt ) unterste den Wehrmachttcile, 


Kriegsmarine und Luftwaffe. Tatsachlich jedoch 
Leitung der Arbeiten innerhalb diescs Sachbcreiches von 
relativ kleinen Gruppe hoherer \Ziere ausgeubt. Die 

ffiziore Ubten diese leitendoe Titigkel uf Grund ihre 
Dienstanweisungen kraft ihrer Ausbildung, Stellung und ihrer 
gegenscitigon Bozichungen aus, Plane ftir militdrische 
Unternehmungen der deutschen Wehrmacht wurden nach den Weisungen 


ao 


des OKW von diesem Bearbeiterkreis im Auftrag ihrer Befchlshaber 
vorbereitet und wurden dem Oberbefehishaber der Wehrmacht 
(zugleich Staatsoberhaupt) unterbreitct, 

Den Angch6rigen dicser Gruppe oblag es militdarische 
Unternehmungen innerhalb ihres Sachbereiches vorzuberciten 
tatsaichlich haben sie solche Unternchmungen vorbsreitct, 
von der Truppe durchgefthrt werden sollten, 

Vor ciner Unternehmung wurden gelegentlich die betreffenden 
Angchorigen diescr Gruppe von dem Staatsoberhaupte zusammcn- 


eerufen und die angemessenen Richtlinien gegeben, Beispicle solcheur 


Zusammenktinfte sind Hitlers Ansprache am 22, August 1929 an dic 
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Oberbcfehlshabcr vor dom polnischen Feldzug, und am 14, Juni 


1941 dic Scsprechung in dcr Rcichskanzlci vor dem crsten russisc: 


Feldzug. 
Dic Glicdcrung dicscr Gruppo und ihr gegenscitiges 


Verhaltnis zucinandor zcigt dic boilivgcnde Skizzc, Dics war 
6 


dcr tatsachlicho Gconcralstab und dic Oberste Fiihrung cor deutsch: 


Wehrmacht, 


CITY OCF WURKNBGRG ; SS 


Before » WALTER 3 AP Vepee sn, Cavalry, 
an officer y qualified tc tal oaths, appeared 
PRANG LALLER, t me iLnow ‘ my presence 
got ing “Erkla | satem consisting of 

German Langu go rith me ents initialed by hi 
chart initialed by h and swore that the samc, 


he attached chart, was true on the 7th day 


(Signed) Walter HE, 


WALTER E, 
Captain 
0-454251 
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Ultimete author. .y and responsi.ility for military affairs in 
Germany was vected in tne Head of S° .e, who prior to 2 August 1934 
was Field Marshal ven Hin: cnburg and thereafter until 1945 was Adolf 
Hitler. 


Specializ:. militury matters were tne res. *bility of the three 


branches of the Armed Forces subo™7inate to the Supreme Commander of the 


Armed Forces (at the same time Heac = State), that is to say the Army, the 


Navy and the Air Force, In practice, supervisiom within this field was 
exercised by a relatively small group of high-ranking officers, These 
officers exercised such supervision in their official capacity and by virtue 
of their training, their positions and their mutual contacts, Plans for 
military operations of the “Corman Armed Fovces were prepared by members of 
this group according tc *he inst ~uctions of the OKW and were presented by 
them to the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces (at the same time Head of 
State). 
The members of tinis group were vested with full authority to prepare 
for military operations within their competent ficlds and they actually did 
prepare for anv such «_cratiors as might be undertaken by troops in the ficld. 
Prior to any operation, members of this group were assembled and given 
appropriate directions oy the Head of State. i. -..ples of such mectings 
are the socecch by Hitler to the Comunanders=-in-Chief on 22 August 1939 prior 
to the Polish campcign ana the consi“tstion at the Reich Chanccllery on 
14, June 1941 prior to the first Russian campaign. The composition of this 
group and the rclationship of its members to cach other were as shown in 
the attached chart. In the hanc. of those who filled the positions shown 
in the chart lay the actual direction of the Armed Forces. 


(Signed) von BRAUCHITSCH 
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ME 


CITY OF MURNBERG: SS 


Before mc, PAUL i. NOULAL , °~ jor, GC, ASN 0-385720, an 
officer duly qualificd to take oaths, appearcd Ficld Marshal "WALTER 
von BRAUCHITSCH, to mc known, who in my presence signed the foregoing 
"Erklirung" (statement) consisting of two vages in the German language 
with amcndmcnts initialed by him, together with 
and strere that the sox, inciuding the attachcd chart, was truce on the 


_ 


7th “ay of Novericcr 19; 3, 


Paul 4A. Mculand 
PAUL J. KisuULiicD 
Ma jor QiiC 
0-~385720 


« 


TRANSL..TOR'S OT: “The akoro acknowledgment of oath appcarcd in 
the o: .ginal in inglish) 


CERTIFIC..: OF TRANSLATION 
OF DSC EET 


1, NaLTER EH. RAP], Captai: , lov-lry, JSH 0-454231, hereby 
ecrtify that I am thoroughly conversant with the Eneglisn and Cermen 
\ 
lenguages; and thot the above is a truc and correct translation of 
whTidavit No. 2, 
Vaiter H. Rapp 
“aLTER H. RAPP 


Captain CAV 
O-154231 





APFIDAVIT No.2 


iN 


Die endgiiltige Vollzugsgewalt und letzte Verantwortung in 


ERKLARUNG 


scenheiten in Deutschland war dem Staats- 


aupte anvertraut, welches vor dem 2, August 1924 


chall von Hindenburg und spéterhin bis 19465 


if;ilitHrische fachliche Angelsgenheiten oblagen der 
Verantwortung aer dem Oberstenbefchishaber der 
(gleichzeitig 


d 


jedoch wurde die Leitung der Arbeiten innerhal 

bereiches von ciner relativ kleinen Cruppe hoherer Offizicre 
iibten diese lcitende Ta 
jsisungen kraft ihrer Ausbildung, 

und ihrer gegenseitigen Sezichungen aus. Pl&ne fiir militari 
Unternehmungen der deutschen Wehrmacht wurden nach den Weisungs 
des OKW von diesem Ssarbciterkreis vorbereitct und wurden cem 

berstonbefchlshaber der Wehrmacht (zuglcich Staatsoberhaupt ) 
unterbreitet, 

Den AngehGrigen dieser Gruppe war vollo Autoritat 


anvertraut militairische Unternchmungen innerhalb ihres 
Sachberciches vorzubcreiten und tats‘ichlich haben sie solche 
Unternehmungen vorbereitet, dic von der Truppe evtucll 


durchgefiihrt werden soliten, 


Vor einer Unterneghmung wurden gelegentlich Angehorige 


dicser Gruppe von dem Staatsoberhaupte zusammengerufen und dic 


senen Richtlinien gegeben, Beispicle solchcr 





LYPILAVIT No.2 (Cont'd) 


Zusammenkunfte sind Hitlers Ansprache am 22, August 1929 an adic 


¢ 
Obcrbefchlshaber vor dem polnischon Feldzug, und am 14, Juni 
1941 cic Scsprechung in der Reithskanzlei vor dom o sten 
russischen Feldzug, 

bis Gliedcrung diescr Gruppe und 
Verhaltnis zueinander 


hana der in der Skizze aufgefiihrten 


tatsaéchliche Fithrung der \ichrmacht, 


von Srauchitsch 


CITY OF NURNBERG; SS 


efore me, PAUL A. NEULANL, Major, QMC, ASN 0-365720, an 
officer duly qualified to take oaths, appeared Field Marshal 
WALTSR von BRAUCEITSCH, to me known, who in my presence Signed 
the foregoing “Erklirung" (stetement) consisting of two pages 
in the serman language with amendacnts initialed by him, 
toscther with an attached chart, and swore that the sane, 
including the attached chart, was true on the 7th dav of 
November 1945, 


Paul A. Neuland 
PAUL A. NEULAND 


Ma jor QMC 
0-265720 


i 00 
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aI 


Sano NaweO Taba 


(x9TTOM 
‘odtem ‘us4 104 
aa) yauuoyoselr 
7 YLANT wad 
canst 19 Sad JaHO 
(wtez0 sah reyads ) 
Sut Ied 
LYN’ aLANT YET YALSINIW 
-SHOISH ANN Sia’ MLANT 
wad HEIVHS THEE IME 10 


jyuomt ft rN 
tyjoyd s9pusze ry ISaATTE4S 
TpoL ‘yoyo 
GY LSONN YAN ISLHOV WYRE, 


NGGNY 

Yad YagyHSTHE da dusdo 
NeianuoSs HuaH 

Wad Hea vHSTHAALAUE 0 


en 
‘uetzepnd *seTZzT9Z 
(Tastow ‘zepteH soyeds) yOod 


‘ayotag reyrds) youtTmoTUYyoOS SaYusH 
ONNLI TST Wags Yad HHO Sad SAYLSTIYHENED Sud WHHO 


a ee 


GNIY NSO HI 
Wad NI waa’HSTHA ATAU 


(zeT}TH 109RdS) 

| yostt tyonerd UOA 

(zatued seqeds) szepeeu SHYUHEH Su 
ENIMTNSDSIY Yad GedHs Ida daauado mcenaeet 


— 
ae 


e ot ond 
— 


Tapia 
FAT GET SOINVIOHIO SHC HaHO 


x9T1 TH 
Tho aaah Had MAS HS THAWED rchteicts() 





ANSLATION 
TRANSL: TIO 


OFFICE OF 
ee nm 
H1143 -0026 
From 1919, and particularly from 1924, three 
questions occupicd attcntion in Germany. Thesc were the aucstions of the 
Polish Corridor, the Ruhr and Nemel, 
the whole group « ne t ick bclicved 
thet these three o-csstions, outstanding among ‘hich 1 of 
f neccssary by force of 
arms, : hincyy pe mt of the Gorman p Were the same mind as the 
offi desccration involved 
in the ercation of the Lish Corridor and to lessen the threat to scparatcd 
Eest Prussia surrounded by Foland and Lithuania 
though a sad necessity. This was one 
partially scerct rearmament which began about ten years before Hitlcr came to 
fas accentuated 
not ovposcd to Hitler. There 
nich they desired, 
After this tiac some 
e the power his judsmon Howeve hey failed as a group to take 
definite stand agcinst him, although a fow of them tricd to do ei 
with their lives or their positions. 
. from the post of Commandcr-in-Chicf of the 
Armed 3s in Januar; 38 Hitler asked me mend a sucecssor. I 
suggested Gocring, vi wos ti oniting of but Hi xr objected bccausc 
his lack of paticnee and diligence replaced as Commandcr-in-Chicf 


the Armed Forecs by n £f5 but Hitle 1 k over my function 


Commander, le wes rccommended by mc as a Chef de bureau. As far as I know 


he vas never named Commander of the armed Frorecs was always mercly a "Chicf 





HQ YINAI 


H1143 -002 


TRANSLATION OF & APPIDAV IT No.3 \ 
AW T S ATA Tr om Aere oD - . 


Ui rt au VU! SO e' sw se 


a mee ee eee ee 


under Hitler and in cffcct conducted the administrative 
of the Ministry of ‘ar, At my tinc Keitcl was not opposed to 
to bring about 2 good understanding 
and the Armed Forees, a thing whi. mysclf desired and had 
thered as Reichswchrministcr and Lchskricgmin3. do th 


\ 8 


at that timc - mass of the 


hands for cvery one of his 


not measurc up to whet might have been exnceted of 


(Signed) 


“@ 





NI 


CITY OF NUREERS 


an officer dul: 
THRNER von BLOUEB_RC 
foregoing "Erklérun 
 — + } 
d svore that the me was truc on the 7th 
German lenguegc, and silo nas the 


of November 1945. 


5720 


Ans f oath anpearcd in 
> Thc above : knov: I ¢ : : ; oat 
: hi ove 2ckn f 
TRANSL:.TOR'S The ab or 
he origins. in 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSL.TION 
WUT « 
OF DCCUW ait 
H cepted avalry, ASN 0-454231, hereby 
RaPP. Captain, Cavalry, 

i vrnly nvcrsent with the English and 

cortify that I am taorovurshly conversant wi 
rect translation of 
shat the above is a true and correct translatior: 
languages; a hat the a i 
fTidavit 


(Signed) | rat: er He 


LTR 


4a sie 





AFFIDAVIT ivo 


LIM 


Seit 1919 und insbesondere seit 1924 nahmen drei weseritlic >: 


Territorialfragen die Aufmerksamkeit Deutschlands in Anspruch, 
Es weren dies die Fragen des polnischen Korridors, der Ruhr und 
Ges wemellandcs, 

Sewohl ich selbst, als auch dis gesamte Gruppe deutscher 


glaubten, dasz cicse drei Fragon, unter weichen dic 


n horricors besonders hervortrat, cincs Tages 


sclést werden mussten, notigenfalls durch Waffengewalt, Ungefihr 


neunzig Frozent des deutschen Volkes teolilte diese Ansicht mit den 
Offizicren bezliglich der polnischon Frage, Sin kriecg um dic durch 
Gie Schaffung des polnischen wsorridors cntstandene Schuaach 
auszumerzen und die wedrohung dos abgetrennten Ostprceussens, 
ad Litauen umfasst war, zu vermindern, wurde al 
Pflicht, wenn auch bittere Notwendiskeit, betrachtet, 
cr hauptgriindse der teils gceheimen Wicdsraufriistu.: 
welche ungefahr zehn Jahre vor iitlers slachtergreifung begann und 
unter der naziherrschaft besonders betont wurde, 
Vor 195v-1959 waren die deutschen 
Hitler eingestellt. is war kein Grund vorhanden Hitler zu 
opponicren, da er die Erfolge brachtc, welche sio crwtinschton, 
Nach dicsem Zeitpunkto begannen cinige Gencorale scine tethoden 
zu verabschcuen und misstrauten seincor Urtocilskraft, Sic haben 
jedoch allgemein gefchlt, eine crkennbare Stellung gegen ihn 
eginzunehmen, obwohl cinige versuchten es zu tun, und infolgedessen 


es mit ihrem Lebsn oder ihrer Position einbtissen mussten, 


Kurz vor meiner Absetzung als Oberbofehlshaber der wcehrmacht 





AFFIDAVIT Yo,3 (Cont'd) 


im Jahre 1938, ersuchte mich Hitler ocinen Nachfolger vorzuschl.*er. 
Ich schlug Géring vor, der der dicnst&lteste Offizier war, abor 
Hitler crhob Einwand wegen scincs ilangels an Geduld und Flciss, 
Ich wurde als Oberbefchlshaber der ichrmacht nicht durch cincn 
Offizicr crsotzt sondern Hitler iibornahm unmittelbar mcino 
Funktion als Befehlshabcr, Keitel wurde von mir als cin Chef du 
bureau vorgeschlagen, ir wurde moines Wissens nicmals zum 
Befehlshaber der Wehrmacht ornannt, sondorn war immer nur cin 
"Chef des Stabes" unter Hitler, der praktisch dic Verwaltungs- 
@ .cscnirte dcs hricgsministoriums ftihrte. Zu mcinor Zcit war 
Keitel nicht gegen Hitler cingestcllt und darum gcecignet zum 
guten Linverstandnis zwischen Hitler und der Wehrmacht 
beizutragen, was ich selbst wiinschte und als Keichswohrminister 
und Roichskriegsministor geférdert hatte. Das Gegenteil hatte 
zu cinem Burgerkricg scfiihrt, denn damals stand dic Masso dos 
deutschen Volkes hinter Hitler. Viele wollen das nicht mehr 
zugeben, Aber es ist dic Wahrheit, 
Wie ich hortc, hat Keitcol es dann an cinem Widerstand 


gcegon jede llassnahme Hitlers fehlen lassen, Er wurde zu cinem 


D vciseman Werkzcug in der Hand Hitlers fiir jede sciner Entschliissc, 


Er wuchs in cine Stellung hinoin, der cr nicht gcowachsen war, 


Blomberg 


, &ez. Ve 
ie HOM AN 
CITY OF # BERG ss H1143 - 0030 


Before me, PAUL A. NEULAND, Major, QMC, ASN 0-385720, an 
officer duly qualified to take oaths, avpeared Field Marshal 
WERNER von BLOMBERG, to me known, who in my presence signed the 
foregoing “Erklérung" (statement) consisting of two pages in the 
German language, and swore that the same was true on the 7th day 
of November 1945, 

(Signed) Paul A, Neuland 
PAUL A, NEULAND 


i j ( MC 
Madgtaeg «= 
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STATEMENT OF 7 NOVEMBER 1945 


‘us. See 
In aporia i925 ar 


r 
A 


I was instructcd by Hitlcor to st 


For possible ermpaign against Poland. Work was imicdist« 


an operational and dcploymcnt plan. This 


preparc 


as On 


will 


oi dcd a ch ang gc 


by 


dcploymemt orders had be 


con 


ndowe 
Rete dc Crs 


2 Comm ind the five Conn 


n2n a 


tith them about dctails in order to 


nt in 


Ai Usise 


co uca ° 


4 
ul 


sc 


+2 
coms 


Ene 


ad 


' “" 
mili 


ant touch with Commanccrs=1it or é 


ma 


and of armics by 


telic 


phons, or wirclcss. as abic t 


upc 
ng thc conduct of mil 


arnoc 
acc 


Dted policy and common practicc for 


+0 consult his subordinste Comnandcrs- 


- ye 
g t 


idcas with them. The 


conste 


Chicf of the Army and of Staff communicated with 


and, thru them a dircetly, with armics; thru army 


ucsti 


stratcgicel and tactical mattcrs; directly on ons 7 
E y 


yucred territory 


eceupicd 


It had 


sroup had no territorisi jurisdiction. 


4 


which was concerned only with militery opcrations. 


vias the Commandcr-in- army and 


aro, 


VAG L 


group who 


TTS 


CHI B ae | 


(Signed) von BRiUC 


a is 
.ifecting 


these 


F aFFIDAVIT Nok 


S.CHIEF OG COUNSEL 


me) ab: 
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cly bcgun to 
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ar their 
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ed 


a, 


groups 


© obtain thoir 
itory operations. 
the Cominander- 
in-Chicf and 
Commandcr-in- 
army groups 
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groups on 
supply 
armics, 
reletively small 

In all territoria! 
of 


the army 


MM 


Ch 


vv 


Inti 


H1143 -0031 





NN 


SUPPLEMENT TO MY STATEMENT OF 7 NOVEMBER 1945 


When Hitler hac made a decision to support the realization of his 
political objectives through military pressure or throuh the application 
of military force, the Commander—in-Chief of the Army, if he was at all 
involved, ordinarily first received an appropriate oral briefing or an 
appropriate oral command. 

Operational and deployment plans were néxt worked out in the OKH. 
After these plans had been presented to Hitler, generally by word of mouth, 
and had been approved by him, there followed a written order from the OKW 
to the three branches of the Armed Forces, In the meanwhile the Oki began 
to transmit the overationel and deployment plans to the army groups and 
armies involved. Details of the operational and deployment plans were 
discussed by the OKH with the Comnancers of the army groups anc armies and 


with the Chiefs of Staff of these Commanders. 
During the operations the OKH maintained a constant exchange of ideas 


with the army groups by means of telephone, radio and courier. The 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army used every opportunity to naintain a personal 
exchange of ideas with the Commanders of army groups, armies and lower 
echelons by means of personal visits to them. In the war against Russia 
the Commanders of army groups and of armies were individually anc repeatedly 
called in by Hitler for consultation, 

Orders for all operational matters went from the OKH to army groups 
anc for all matters concerning supply and territorial jurisdiction from the 


OKH directly to the armies, 


(Signec) von BRAUCHITSCH 
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CITY OF NURMBIRG: 


on officer duly qualificd to take oaths, appearcd Ficld Marshal ‘i.LTO 


HN 


von BRUUCHTTSCH, to mc mown who in my presence signed the forcgoing 
3 & 6 


1945" (statomont of 7 November 1945) cons{ Ving 


t 


WEriclitieung vor 7. November 


and ho in my presence al 


of trio peges he Gorme EUE2S y 
7 


iS 
er Brkl#rung vom 


7 \ 


Novombor 1915) 


Noverbs 


I+} =r ant 
f on ay OL 


ayove acknor iC gmort of 
ko criginal ir 


RONSL.TION 


I, PAUL 4. NEULAND, Mejor, QC, ASN 0-385720, horcby cc 


she NEU dur) y J 


thet I am thoroughly conversant with the English 


ane that thc above is a truco and correct translation 


ie Neuland 
“2 NOULLND 
CHIC 
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~LAAIN 


GRKLARUNG VOM 7, NOVEMBER 1945, 
Se alt ISO 


ia April 1959 wurde ich von Hitler beauftragt, militdrischo 
Vorbercitungen ftir cinen ctwaigen FPoldzug gegen Polen zu 
treffon. Sofort begannen dic Arbeiten fiir dic Aufstcllung dcs 
Opcrations- und Aufisarschplancs, Dicser wurde dann Hitler ° 
vorgctragon und unter Berlicksicht igung ciner von ihm gewtinschten 
Andcrung genchnigt, 

Nachdem dic Operations- und Aufmarschwanwcisungen an dic 
in Frago komnenden 2 Fiihror der Heercsgruproen und dic 5 
Armccfuhror anusgogcben waron, fandcen Sesprechungen mit dicsen 
ubcr Hinzclheiten statt, um doren Wtinsche una Vorschlaége 2u 
horen, 

Nach Ausbruch des Krioges verfolgte ich weiterhin dic 
Gepflogenhoit enger und Gauurnder Fuhlungsnahme mit den 
Oberbeofvhlshabern der lieeresgruppen und armeen, sowohl durch 
versOnliche Sbesuche ihrer nauptquarticre, als auch durch Tele 
Fernschreiber oder Radio, Auf dicsen Wege war ich in der Lago 
ihren Rat und ihre Vorschlége wihrend der lLampfhandlungen 
sinzuholen, is war in der Tat bestchende Ublichkoit und 
allgemeine Gepflogenhcit dor jowciligen Oberbefchlshaber des 
Hocres mit ihren unterstellten Oberbefehlshaber in cincm 
standigcen u.cinungsaustausch zu bleiben, 

ber Oberbefchlshaber des Hecres und sein Chef des 
Gcneralstabs standen in Verbindung mit den Heercesgruppen und 
durch Giese oder auch unmittelbar mit den Armcen: durch 


hecresgruppen bezel, stratcgischcr und taktischer Angolegonhciten; 





Ci) 


AFFIDAVIT Ko.4 (Cont'd) 


umaittelbar hinsichtlich dor Versorgung und Verwalty 

in dem von diesen Armecn croberten Gebiete, Eine Heeresgr 
hatte keine turritoriale vollzichende Gewalt., Sic bestand 
aus cinem verhaltnismassig kloincn Stab, dor sich nur mit 
militarischen Opecrationen bofa In allen territorialen 
Angelegonhciten war es der Oberbefchlshaber der Armee und 


nicht der Hvecresgruppe, der die volizichende Gewalt ausiibte, 
von Brauchitsch 


CITY OF NURNBERG: SS 


Before mc, WALTER H, RAPP, Captain, Cavalry, ASN 0-454231, 
an officer duly qualified to take caths, appeared Field Marshal 
WALTLR von BRAUCHITSCH, to me known, who in my presence signed 
the foregoing “Irklarung vom 7. November 1945" (statement of 
7 November 1945) consisting of two pages in the German language, 
and who in my presence also signed the attached "Ereanzung zu 
meiner Erklaérung vom 7. November 194&" (supplement to my state- 
ment of 7 November 1945) consisting of one sheet written on 
both sides in German script, and swore that the same was true 
on the 7th day of November 1945, 


Walter H, Ranyp 
WALTER H, RAPP 


Captain CAV 
0-454231 


H1143 -0035 





AFFIDAVIT No.4 (Cont'd) 


ERGANZUNG ZU MEINER ERKLARUNG VOM 7, NOVEMB2R 1946, 


a 


Wenn Hitler sich entschlossen hatte die Erreichung seiner 
politischen Zicle durch seinen militaérischen Lbruck oder durch 
Einsatz der milit@rischen iachtmittcl zu unterstiitzen crhicl 
der Ob.d.h., wenn er daran betciligt war, zundachst in der 
Regel miindlich eine entsprechende Orienticrung oder cinen 000 
YY entsprechenden Befohl, 
Hicrauf wurden im O.K.H. die Operations- und Aufmarchplane 
bearbcitet., Wachdem sie in der Regel mtindlich Hitler vorgetragen 
und von ihm génchmigt waren, erfolgte ein schriftlicher Befehl 
dos O.K.W. an dic wWehrmachtsteiloe, 
Inzwischen war vom O,K.E, mit Ger Ausgabc der Opcrations-e und 
Aufmarchplano an age komicnden Heeresgruppen und Armcen 
begonnen worden, HEinzelhciton der Opcrations- und Aufmarchplane 


wurden vom O,K.H, mit don Hucresgruppen- und Armcefuhrern und 


jhren Chef's der Genoralstabe besprochen, 
o 


* Wahrend der Operationen stand das O,h,H., in cinem daucrden 


iio inungsaustausch durch Fernsprecher, Funk und kuricr mit den 

Hecresgruppen, Der 0b.d.H. benutzte jede zcitliche Moglichkcit, 

um durch Aufsuchen der Hoeresgruppen, Armecn und Truppenfuhrern 

mit dicsem in einem persGnlichen licinungsaustausch zu blviben, 
Im Kricge gegen Russland wurden Hceresgruppen- und 

Armecfuhrer wisdorholt von Hitlor einzcln zum Vortrage bcfohlen 
Die Bcefchle in allen Operations Angelegenhciten gingean 

yom 0.K.H. an dic HKeeresgruppen, in allen Angelcgenhsiten des 


liachschubes und der Vollzichenden Gowalt vom O.K,H, unmittclbar 


an alc aArmcen, GO2. von Br hitsch 





TRANSLATION OF AFFIDAVIT No.5 
OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF OF COUNSE 


From 1919, and particularly from 1924, three critical territorial 


questions occupicd attcntion in Gcornany, Phese wete the questions of 
the Polish Corridor, the Saar and Ruhr, and iicmel, 

I mysolf, as woll as thc wholc group of German staff and front 
officers, belicved that those thre. questions, outstanding among which 
was the question of the Polish Corridor, would have to be settlcd some 
day, if necessary by force of arms, About ninety per cent of the German 
people were of the same mind as tho officers on the Polish question, 

A war to wipe out the political and economic loss resulting from the 
creation of the Polish Corridor and to lessen the threat to scparated 
East Prussia surrounded by Poland and Lithuania was regarded as a sacred 
duty though a sad necessity. 

The at first (1933 - 35) secret and later unconcealed rcarmament 
of Germany was welcomed by me, All officers of the army shared this 
attitude and therefore had no rcason to oppose Hitler, Hitler produced 
the results which all of us warmly desired, 

After the annexation of Czechoslovakia we hoped that the Polish 
question would be settled in a peaceful fashion through diplomatic means, 
since we belicved that this time France and England would come to the 
assistance of their ally. As a matter of fact we felt that, if political 
negotiations came to nought, the Polish qucstion would unavoidably lead 
to war, that is, not only with Poland herself, but also with the \Western 
Powers, 

When in the middle of Junc I reccived an order from the OKH to prepare 
mysclf for an attack on Poland, I knew that this war came even closer #%o 
the realm of possibility, This conclusion was only strengthened by the 
Fuchrer's speech on 22 August 1939 on the Obersalzber- when it clearly 
seemed to be an actuality, Between the middle of Junc 1939 and 
1 Scptember 1939 the members of my staff who were engaged in preparations, 


participated in various discussions which went on between the OKH and the 





TRANSLATION OF AFFIDAVIT No.5 (contd) 
army group, During these discussions such matters of 2 tatvienl, 
strategic and gencral nature were discusscd as had to do with my future. 
position as Commandcr-in-Chicf of the Eighth Army during the planned 
Polish campaign, 

During the Polish campaign, particulcerly during the Kutno operations, 
I was repeatedly in communication with tho Commandcr-in-Chicf of the Army, 
and he, as well as the Fuchrcr, visited my headquarters, In fact it 
wes common practice for commandcrs-in-chicf of army groups and of armies 
to be asked from time to time for cstimetes of the situation and for 
their recommendations by telcphonc, teletype or wircless, as well as by 
personal reccalls. These front commnnders-in-chicf thus actually became 
advisers to the OKH in their ovm ficld so that the positions shown in 
the attached chart embrace that group which was the actual advisory 


council of the High Command of the German Armed Forces, 


(Signed) BLASKO:ITZ 10.11.45 


i 
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CITY OF NURNBERG: ss 


Before me, PAUL ... NEULAND, Major » “iC, ASN 0-385720, an 
officer duly quxlificd to take oaths, appeared Colonel General 
JOHANNES BLASKOWITZ, to me knovm » Who in my presence signed the 
foregoing "Erkl4rung" (statoment ) consisting of two pages in the 
German language with amendments initirlcd by him and on attached 
chart initislcd by him, and swore that the samc, including the 


attached chart, was truc on thc 10th day of Novembcr 1945. 


(Signcd) Paul A. Nevland 
PAUL 4. NEULAND 
Me. jor ONC 
0-385720 


TRANSLATOR'S MOTE: (The above acknowlecgment of oath appeared in 
the originel in inglish) 


CERTIFICATE OF TR.NSL.TION 
OF DOCUEN 


I, "K.LTER H. RAPP, Crptain, Cavalry, ASN 0-454231, hercby cortify 


that I am thoroughly conversant with the English and Gcrmen lnngu-ges; 


i and that the above is a truc anc corrcct translation. 


(Signed) “'alter H. Rapp 
WALTER H. RAPP 
Captain CAV 
O-454231 





AFFIDAVIT No.5 


ERKLARUIG 


Seit 1919 und insbesondere seit 1924 nahmen drei wesentliche 
Territorialfragen die Aufmerksamkeit Deutschlands in Anspruch, Es waren 
dies die Fragen des polnischen Korridors, des Saar und Ruhrgebietes und 
des Memellandes. 

Sowohl ich selbst, als auch die gesamte Gruppe deutscher Stabs— 
und Frontoffiziere gleubten, dass diese drei Fragen, unter welchen die 
Frage des polnischen Korridors besonders hervortrat, cines Tages geltst 
werden mUssten, n&étigenfalls durch “affengewalt. Ungef#hr neunzig Prozent 
des dcutschen Volkes teilten dicse Ansicht mit don Offizicren bezuglich 
der polnischen Frage. Ein Krieg um dic durch die Schaffung des polnischen 
Korridors entstandene politische und wirtschaftliche Linbusse auszugleichen 
und die Bedrohung des abgctrcnnten Ustpreussens, das von Polcn und Litauen 
umfasst war, zu vermindern wurde als cinc heilige Pflicht wenn euch bittere 
Notwendigkeit betrachtet. 

Die anfangs (1933 - 35) gchcime und sp#terhin offcne Wiederaufristung 
Deutschlands wurde von mir begrusst. Alle Offizicre des Heeres teilten 
diese Anschauumg und hatten deshalb keinen Grund Hitler zu opponisren. 
Hitler brachte die Erfolge welche wir alle hciss crsehnten, 

Nach dem Anschluss der Tschcecteglowakci hofften wir, dass dic 
polnische Frage nunmchr fricdlich auf diplomatischun "‘ege gelést werden 
wirde, denn wir glaubten, dass dicsmal Frankreich und Ungland zur Hilfe 
jhres Alliicrten kommen wirden. In der Tex frlten wir, dass dic polnische 
Frage, wonn politische Massnahnen schciterten, zum Kricge lw4»en musstec, 
d.h. nicht nur mit Polen selbst, sondern auch isit den \estm#chten. 

Als ich Mitte Juni vom OKH cincn Befchl orhiclt mich auf einen 
ingriff gegen Polen vorzuberciten, wusste ich dass dicscr Kricg nunmehr in 
den Borcich der libglichkait riicktc. Dicso Faststeliung wurde durch dio 
Filhroransprache 22 22. August 1939 auf dem Obersalzberg nur noch betont und 
erschien nun als cine klzre Tetsache. Zwischen iiitte Juni 1939 und dem 


‘ -4 - alven . > . n r icdene 
1.Septamber 1939 nahmen meine bearbeitenden Stabsangehsrigen an verschicdenen 


a Tb cask 


iM 
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AFFIDAVIT No.5 (conta) 


Besprechungen teil, die zwischen dem OKH und der Heeresgruppe durchgefthrt 
,Wurden. Wihrend dieser Besprechungen wurden Dinge taktischer, 
strategischer und allgemciner Natur besprochen, die mit meiner zuktnftigen 
Stelle als Oberbefchlshaber der achten Armee wilhrend des geplanten 
polnischen Feldzuges zu tun hatten,. 


WHhrend des volnischen Feldzuges, insbesondcre wiHhrend der Kutno 


K¥mpfe ,wer ich wiederholt in Verbindung mit dem Oberbefechlshaber des 


Heeres und er sowic der Filhrer besuchten mcin Hauptquartier,. Es war 
uberhaupt Gepflogenhcit, dass von Zeit zu Zeit Obcrbefehlshabecr von 
Heeresgruppcn und Armeen durch Telefon, Fernschreiber oder Funk sowohl 
als auch durch pers§nliche Vorladungen um Situationsbcrichte und Rat 
gcefragt wurden. In der Tat wurden dann dicse Frontoberbefehlshaber 
Beratcr bein OKH in ihrem Sachbereich, sodass die in der beilicgenden 
Skizze aufgeftthrten Dicnststellcn jene Gruppe umfassen, die der 


tatsHchliche Bcraterkreis des Oberkommandos der deutschen Wehrmacht war, 


gcz. BLASKOWITZ 10.31.45 
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CITY OF NURNBERG: 


Before ne, PAUL A. NEULAND, Major, QMC, ASN 0-385720, an 
officcr duly qualificd to take oaths, appeared Colonel Gencral 
JOHANNES BLASKOVWITZ , to me known, who in my presence signcd the 
forcgoing "Erkld4rung" (statement) consisting of two pages in the 
German language with amendments initiaicd by him and an attached 
chart initieled by him, and swore that the same, including the attached 


chart, was truc on the 10th day of November 1945. 


(Signed) Paul A. Neuland 
PAUL A. NSULAND 
hia jor QHC 
O0-385720 
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TRANSL.TION OF AFFIDAVIT No.6 
OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF OF COUNSEL 


The most important departiment in the OKT! wns the Operations 
$n much thc same way as the Cenoral Staff wes in the sriny and Air Foree 
and the Navel ar Staff in the Navy. Under Keitel there were © numbcr 
of departments1 chicfs who were equal in status with Jodl, but in the 
planning and conduct of military affairs they and their departments were 
less important and less 


The OK!) Opcrations Staff wos cl 


the most important was the seetion of which ‘arlimont wos chicf. 


enlled the "National Defense" Scction and wes prianrily concerned with 
| 
the development of stratcgic 


though charged with the sa. 
Operations Staff, 

There was during World ‘iar Li ni unified General Steff such as the 
Groat General Staff which operated in 

Operational matters fo the Army ond Air Foree were worked out by 
the group of hicherenking officers described in my Statement of 
7 Novenber (in the arny: "Ccneral Staff of the irmy"; in the Az 
"General Staff of the air 

Bs a 


Operational matters in t} Navy were cven in ‘orld “lar I not worked 


out by the "Greet General Stafi" but by the Naval Staff. 


(Signed) FRANZ HALDER 
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CITY OF NURNBERG: SS 


Before mc, ROBMT BENSON, Flight Licutenant, Royal sir Force, 
85862, an officor duly qualifice to take oaths, appeared Colonel 
General FRANZ HALDER, to ine knowm, who in my presence signed the 
foregoing "Erkl#rung" (statement) consisting of two pages in the German 
language with amendments initialed by him, and swore that the same 
wns truce on the 13th day of November 1945. 

(Signed) Robert Benson 
ROBERT BENSON 


Fl .Li-ut. itviF 
85862 


TRANSLATOR'S NOTE: (The above acknowledgacnt of oath appeared im 
the originel in English) 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 
OF DOCUMENT 


Sana Ot eae os bar nae kar Week iee 
I, PAUL A. NEULAND, Major, G:C, ASN 0-325720, hereby certify 


that I am thoroughly conversant with the English and German lenguages 


and that the above is a truc and correct translation of iffidavit tic 


(Signed) Paul A. 
PAUL i. 
hajor 


0-385720 





AFFIDAVIT No, 


ERKLARUNG 


ee eee ee 


Die wichtigste Abteilung im OK! war der Volpanel earings sal 
etwa in derselben ‘ieise wie der Generalstab bei Herr und Luftwaffe und die 


in gleichem 


Tre 


Seekriegsleitung bei der Marine, Hine Reihe von Amtchefs 
Range mit Jodl unterstanden Keitel, abcr sic und ihre Amber waren weniger 
wichtig und weniger einflussreich in Plamang und Durchftihrung militurischer 
Angelegenheiten, als Jodl und Jodl's Stab. 

Der Wehrmachtsfithrungsstab war in Abtei -lungen gegliedert.- Von 
diesen war die Abteilung, welcher ‘larlimont als Chef vorstand, dic wichtigste, 


+A 
bo 


Sie wurde Abteilung "Landesvertcidicune" senannt unc befass 
erster Linic mit der Ausarbeitung strategischer Fragen, Obwoehl “arlimont 
die gleichen Dienstaufgaben anvertraut blieben, war er von 1941 an als 
Stellvertretender Chef des “chrnachtfilhrungsstabes bekannt. 

Es bestand wthrond des zweiten | 
Gencralstab 4&hnlich dem grossen Gencrrlstab ii 

Dic Filhrungsfragen bei Foldhcer und Luftwaffe bearbeitetc dic in 
meiner Erkl¥rung vom 7. Novembcr bcs schricbene Gruvpe hSherer Offigicre 
Feldheer "Generalstab des Heeres" bei der Luftwaffe "Generalstab dor 
Luftwaffe"), 
ruhrungsfragen der Kriegsmarine sind auch in ersten Veltkricg nicht 


vom "Grossen Generalstab" bearbeitct worden, sondern von der Harincleitung, 


&CZ. FRANZ HALDER 


CITY OF NURNBERG: SS 


Before me, ROBERT BENSON, Flight Licutenant, Royal Air Force, 85862, 


WD AT? 


an officer duly qualificd to take on ths, appeared Colonel Generel, FRANZ 


ti 


HALDER, to me knovm, who in my presciice signed the foregoing "irkl#rung" 
(statement ) consisting of two pages in the Gorman lenguage with amendments 
initialed by him, and swore t ame was truc on the 13th day of 


November 1945, 
(Signed) Baber’ Benson 
LOBNI R Rwy SC IN 
Wl 16 Wb RAF 


85862 


MU 
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liv ba TRANSLATION OF vk agi No.9 
hyn ‘ (po OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF OF COUNSE 
a i 4% 


BERND VOi) BRAUCHITSCH NURNBERG 
16.11.45 


SVIORN STATEMENT 

Luftflottenchefs have the same status as the Oberbefehlshaber of an 
army. During the war they had no territorial authority and accordingly 
exercised no territorial jurisdiction. 

They were the highest troop commanders of the air force units 
subordinate to them and were directly under the command of the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Air Force, 

Until the summer of 194 they bore the designation "Befehlshaber" and 
from then on that of "Oberbefehlshaber", This change of designation 
carried with it no chenge in the functions and responsibilities which 
they previously had, 


(Signed) BRAUCHITSCH 


CITY OF NURNBERG: SS 


Before me, VALTER H. RAPP, Captain, Cavalry, ASN 0-454231, an 
officer duly qualified to take oaths, appeared Colonel BERND on BRAUCHITSCH, 
to me known, who in my presence signed the foregoing "irkldérung" (statement ) 
consisting of one page in the German language, and swore that the same was 
true on the 20th day of November 1945. 


(Sisned) Valter H. Rapp 
WALTER H. RAPP 
Captain CAV 
0=154231 


TRANSLATOR'S NOTE: (The above ack ovrle gment of oath appeared 
original in Eng: 


CERTIFICATE OF 
OF DOCULIENT 


I, PAUL A. NEULAND, Major, GiC, ASN 0-385720, hereby certify that 
I am thoroughly conversant vith the English and German languages; and 
that the above is a true and correct translation of /ffidavit lo. 9. 


(Signed) Paul ....Nculand 
PAUL ... NDEUL/.ND 
liajor QUiC 
0~-385720 


H1143 —0048 
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AFFIDAVIT No.9 


BERND VON BRAUCHITSCH NUERNBERG DIN 16.11.45 


BIDESSTATTLICHE ERKLAERUING 


Die Luftflottenchefs sind den Armecoberbefehlshabern gleich- 
zusetsen, Sie sind waehrend des Krieges keine Territorialbefehlshaber 
gewesen und uebten dementsprechend auch keine vollzichende Cewalt aus, 

Sie waren die hoechsten Truppenvorgesetzten der ihnen unterstellten 
Luftwaffenverbaenden und dem Oberbefehlshaber der Luftwaffe unmittelbar 
unterstellt, 

Bis zum Sommer |, fuehrten sie die Dienststellenbezeichnung 
"Befchlshaber", ab dicsem Zeitpunkt dic Dienststellenbezcichnung 
"“Oberbefehlshaber", Hicrdurch acnderte sich gegenueber der Vorzcit in 


ihrem Aufgaben- und Verantwortunrsbereich nichts, 


gez. BRAUCHITSCH 


CITY OF NURNBERG: 


Before me, ALTER H. RAPP, Captain, Cavalry, ASN 0—454.231, 


7} 


an officer duly qualified to take oaths, sppeared Colonel BERND von 
BRAUCHITSCH, to me known, who in my presence signed the foreroing 


"Erkltruns" (statement) consisting of one page in the German language, 


mS 


and swore that the same vas truc on the 20th day of November 1915, 


(Signed) ‘alter H. Rapp 
VALTIR H. RAPP 
Captain CAV 
0=1,54.231 





TRANSLATION OF AFFIDugiI7 . 72 
OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF OF COUNSEL 


SVORN STaTHiENT 


In the middle of May 1943, as far as I remember, the Chic? 
of the RSHA (SS-Brigadcfuchrer Liucller), in the nae of the Chicf of the 
RSHA (SS-Gruppenfuchrer Hoydrich), hele aiscussions with the Generalquarticr- 
meister of the Army (General. acner) about questions connected with the 
operations of the SIPO and SD within the bounds of the Field army during the 
imiinent campaign ac¢ainst Russia “amer could come to no agreement with 
‘fucller and therefore asked Heydrich to send another representective. I ws« 
at that time Chicf of Scction E in Ant 4 of the RSHA under Chicf of /mt 


ltueller and was selected by Wagner becausc of my experience in matters of 


protocol to be sent to Heydrich for the purpose of drawing up the final 


acreement,. According to the instructions given to me, I was supposed to 
make sure that this arrecement would provide that the responsible headquart 
in the Army would be firmly oblicated to give complete support to all 
activitics of the Combat Groups and Combat Commandos of the SIPO and SD. 
I discussed the problem of this mutucl relationship in great detail with 
IAENCY « In accordance with this discussion I then presented hin with 
completed draft of an agreement, which met with his full approval. This 
iraft of an agreement was the basis for a finel discussion between “asner 
and Heydrich towards the cnd of May 1941. 

The contents of this agrcement, asfar as I remember, were subsvone.. 
y as follows. Its basis wns the Fuchrer's command, mentioned at the very 
oeginning of the arrcemcnt, that the SIPO and SD should operate within the 
combat clements of the Ficld Army, with the mission of utterly simshing ait 
resistance in conquered front-line areas as well as in conquered rear 
supply zones by every means and as quickly as possible. The various arcas 
were then sct dovm in which the SIPO and SD were to be active and opersting, 
The individual Combat Groups were then assigned to the army sroups which 
were to take part in the campaign and the individusl Combat Commandos to 
the respective armics which were to take part in the campaign. 

The Combat Groups and Combat Commandos were to operate in detail: 

1) in front-line areas: in complete subordinetion to the Ficla 


Army, tactically, functionelly and 
administratively; 


“ MM 
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(ota) 


2) in rear operational in merely administrative subordin:ti 
arcas: to the Ficld army, but under the c 


ral 


and functional control of the HSI; 


janes || |) 
H1143 -0051 


4) dinareas of the civil 
administration in the samc as in the Reich, 
Kast: 


The tactical end functional suthority and responsibility of front- 


line headquarters of the Ficld Army over the Combat Commandos found no 
limitation in the agreement and therefore nceded no further clarification. 

The agreement made it clear that the administrative subordination 
embraced not only disciplinary subordination but also the obligation for 
rear headquarters of the Ficla Army to support the Combat Groups and Combat 
Commandos in matters of supply (gasoline, rations, etc.) as well as in tho 
use of the comuunications network. 

This agreement was signed by Heydrich and Warner in my presence, 
Wagner signed it either “acting for" or "by order of" the OKH. 

After “lagner and Heydrich had affixed their signatures, both of t 
asked me to leave the room for half an hour. Just while leaving I heard 
how they both wanted to discuss in complete privacy the Fuehrer's command, 
which was apparently known in advance by each of them personally, and its 
far-reaching implications. After the half hour wes over I was called in 
mec more just to say goodbyc. 

Today I read the "Operational and Situational Report No.6 of the 
Combat Groups of the SIPO and SD in the USSR (covering the period from 
1 to 31 October 1941)", as well as the "Comprchensive Report of Conibat Grow 
A up to 15 October 191", The whole substance of these reports shows th«t 
the prime mission of the Combat Groups and Combat Commandos of the SIPO and 
SD was to undertake and carry out mass cexccutions of Jews, Communists cand 
other elements of resistance. It is also clear from the above-cited 
"Comprehensive Report", which cmbraccs no more than the first four months 
these operations, that the cooperation of the respective Obcrbefehlshabers 
with Combat Group A was "in gencral good and in individual instances, for 
instance that of Panzergruppe 4 under Colonel General Hoeppner, very closc, 
in fact almost cordial" (page 1). From an inclosure to this same report, 


bearing the title "Summary of the Number of Excecuted Persons", particularly 
Due 
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.ccia the figures arranged according to the successively conquered areas, 
it is cvident that the SIPO and SD operated in front-line areas s 
to carry out their prime function of conducting mass executions of 
clements of resistance cven from the very beginning of the advance 
Russia, I acknowledge the reliability and authenticity of both of the abc-; 
cited reports. Therefore I must today express my firm conviction that durin 
the scerct oral discussion between “/arner and Heydrich the extensive futurc 
activity of the Combat “Troups and Combat Commandos within the combat clc, 
of the Field Army wes obviously discussed and delineated so as to incluce 
cven plamuned mass cxscuvions. The close coonpernt? un between the Picle Ars: 
and the Combat Groups cited above as takinr place even in tho first wecks 
the Russian campaign makes me today cive expression to my firm conviction %!. 
the Obcrbefchlshabers of the army sroups and armics which were to txke 
in the Russian esmpaign were accurately informed throuch the normal 
channels of communication cbout the extensive future mission of the Combat 
sroups and Combat Commandos of the SIPO and SD as including planned mass 
executions of Jews, Communists and 211 other clements of resistance, 

In the beginning of June 1941 all of the Ie counter-intcllirenee 
officers, and, as far as I remember, all of the Ic officers of all army Yours, 
.ymics, army corps and sane of the divisions which were to take part in the 
coming Russian compaign were called in by VWager, together with Heydrich anc 
the Chief of the Amt for Counter-intelligenee Abroad in the OKW (Admiral 
Conaris) for a general conference in the OKI! Building at Berlin. The 
responsible leaders of the Combat groups and Combat Commandos of the SIPO 
end SD wre for the most part likewise present. I was also there, 


was to outline the military 


ssential substance and purpose of this meeting 


fs 
. 


strotesy ageinst Russia and to announce the cboveementioned details of the 
written agreement reached by Verner and Heycrich. 

This group of Ie counter-intellisenee officers and Ie officers 
yvomeined at Berlin a few days longer and wos carefully instructed in several. 
additional conferenecs, at which I was not present, about further details of 
the coming Russian campaign. I assume that thcse discussions were conecrne4 
vith the cxaet delineation of the Fuchrer's command "to smash uttcriy all 


@ IM CNMI 
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resistance in occupicd areas by every neans and as quickly as nossibls", 
including even planned mass cxccutions of all clements of resistence, 
Otherwise the cooperation between the Field frmy and the Combat Groups, 
which in the above-citcd documents is clearly revealed as existins but s 

few weeks thercaftcr, could not in my cpinion have been forthcominr, In 
any event there is hardly any reason to doubt that these Ie countcr- 
intcllirence officers, immediatcly upon their return from Berlin, accurately 
informed their omm suncriors, including all Obcrbefchlshabcrs cf the army 
croups and armics which were to march agninst Russia, about the full exte:t 
of the asrcencnt. 


(Signed) ‘.LTER SCHELLENBERG 
26. XI. 45 


CITY OF NURNBERG: Ss 


Before mc, PAUL 4. NEULAND, Major, GMC, ASN 0-385720, an officer 
duly «ualificd to trke oaths, appearcd “IaALTER SCHELLENBERG, to me known, 
who in my presenec sirmec the foreroinre statement consisting of five pagcs 
in the German lancuasc with corrections initialled in the left marrcin by 
the same WALTER SCHELLENBERG and with each of the five pages initinlled at 
the bottom by the same VALTER SCHELLENSERG, and who swore that the same wes 
true on the 26th day of November 1945. 


I furthcr certify thet the two reports cited on page 3 of the 
fevecoing sbetemont are cocunetts contained in the official filss of ti 
Documertrtion Soction of the Office of the U.S.Chief of Counsel at Hurnbers, 
Sormenye I further certify that the document whose title is "Tactic:cits- 
wad Lageborich+ Nr. 6 der Einsetzgruppen dsr Sicherheitspolizei und des SD 
in der UdSSR (Scrichtszcit vom 1.- 31.10.1911)" is document No, R-102, anc 
that the document bearinr the title "Gesambtbericht dcr Einsatzrcruppe 4. bis 
gun 15,Oktober 1941" is docuncnt No. L-180. 


(Signcd) Paul A. Neuland 
PAUL 4. NEULAND 
Major QHC 
0-385720 


TRANSLATOR'S NOTE: (The above acknowledrment of oath appearec in the 
oricinal in unrlish) 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 
OF DOCULENT 


I, WALTR H. RAPP, Captain, Cavalry, ASN 0-454231, hereby certify 
that I am thorouchly conversant with the Inzlish ane German languages; and 
that the forcgoing is a truce and correct translation of affidavit No.12. 


(Sirned) Walter H, Repp 
VALTER H, RaPP 
Captain CAV 
0W-1,54231 
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AFFIDAVIT No.12 


EIDESSTATTLICHE ERKLAERUNG 


Meiner Erinnerung nach verhandelte Mitte Mai 1941 der Chef des 
vierten Amtes des Reichssicherheitshauptamts (SS-Brigadefuchrer Mueller) 
im Namen des Chefs des Reichssicherheitshauptamts (SS-Gruppenfuehrer 
Heydrich) mit dem Generalquartiermeister des Heeres (Goneral Wagner) ueber 
Fragen des Einsatzes der Sicherheitspolizei und des Sicherheitsdienstes 
im Rahmen des Feldheeres beim bevorstehenden Feldzug gegen Russland, 
Wagner fand keinen Kontakt mit Iiueller und daher bat Heydrich un 
Abstellung eines anderen Verhandlungspartners. Ich war damals Chef der 
Abteilung E im vicrten Amt des RSHA unter dem Amtschef Mucller und wurde 
auf Grund meiner Protokolerfahrungen von Heydrich zu Wagner entsandt, um 
die entgueltige Vereinbarung zu formulieren, Laut meines Befehles sollte 
ich darauf achten, dass es in dicser Vereinbarung ‘vorgeschen wurde, dass 
die verantwortlichen Heeresdicnststellen zur voclligen Unterstuetzung aller 
Taetigkciten der Einsatzgruppen und Einsatzkommandos der SIPO und des SD 
fest gebunden wacren. Ich habe mit Wagner das Problem dieses gegenscitigen 
Verhaeltnisses eingchend besprochen. Gemaess dieser Aussprache habe ich 
ihm dann cinen ausgearbeiteten Vereinbarungsentwurf vorgelegt, der seine 
volle Billigung fand, Dieser Vereinbarungsentwurf wurde die Grundlage 
einer Abschlussbesprechung gesen Ende Mai 1941 zwischen Wagner und Heydrich,. 

Der Inhalt dicser Vercinbarung ist meiner Erinmnerung nach ungefachr 
folgender gewesen. Ihre Grundlage war der zu Eingang der Vereinbarung 
erwachnte Fuehrerbefchl, dass dic SIPO und der SD im Kampfverband des 
Feldhecres zum Einsatz gclange, mit der Aufgabe, jeden Widerstand in 
eroberten Frontgebicten bezichungsweise in eroberten rueckwaertigen 
Nachschubsebicten mit allen Mittcln schncllstens und vollkommen zu 
brechen, * Alsdann wurden dic einzelnen Racume, in denen die SIPO und der 
SD ecingesetzct werden und tactig sein sollten, festgelegt, Die einzelnen 
Einsatzgruppen waren dabei vertcilt auf dic zum Einsatz gelangenden 
Heeresgruppen, und dic Einzclnen Einsatzkommandos auf die betreffenden zum 
Tinsatz gelangenden Armecn, 

Die Einsatzgruppen und Einsatzkommandos sollten im Einzelnen taetig 
werden 

1) in den Frontgebicten: bei voelliger Unterstellung unter das 


Feldheer, taktisch-fachlich und 
truppendienstlich; 
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AFFIDAVIT NO,.12 (contd) 


in den rucckwacrtigen bei Untcrstellung unter das Feldhcer 

Operationsgcebicten: nur truppendicnstlich, aber 
befehlsmaessig und fachlich unter 
das RSHAS3 


3) in den rucckwacrtigen Regclung wie unter 2; 
Heeresgebicten: 


4) in den Gebicten der 
zivilen Ostverwaltung: genau wic im Reich. 


Dic taktisch-fachliche Befehlsgewalt und die Verantwortlichkeit 
der Frontdienststellen des Feldhceres ucber die Einsatzkormandos wurde in 
der Vereinbarung in keiner Weise beschraenkt und daher bedurfte sie kciner 
weitcren Erlaeuteruns. 

Dic Vereinbarung leste fest, dass dic truppendicnstliche Untcrstellung 
nicht nur dic disziplinacre Untcorstcllung umfasstc, sondern auch dic 
Verpflichtung dcr rucckwacrtigen Dicnststellen des Fcldhceres auf Unter- 
stuctzung dor Einsatzgruppen und Linsatzkommandos in Fragcn des Nachschubs 
(Benzin, Verpflccung, usw.) sowic auf Benuetzung des Nachrichtennctzes, 

Dicse Voreinbarung wurde in meiner Gegenwart von Heydrich und Yagner 
unterschricben. YWagner untcrschricb sic entweder "in Vertretung" oder 
"im Auftrac" des Obcrkommandos des Heeres, 

Nach der Unterschriftlcistung durch Wagner und Heydrich wurde ich 
von beiden Herren auf cine halbc Stunde aus dem Zimmer gebeten,. Ich hocrte 
noch im Hinausgehen, wic sic sich beide darucbcr cinig wurden, ueber den 
Ihnen beiden offenbar vorhcr persoenlich bckannten Fuchrerbefehl und ueber 
scine weitcre Auslcgung in Einzclnen unter vicr Augen sprechen zu wollen. 
Nach der abgclaufenen halben Stunde wurde ich nur noch zu der Verabschiedung 
hercingcrufen, 

Ich habe hcute den "Tactigkecits- und Lagebericht Nr.6 der Einsatz- 
gruppen der Sichcrhcitspolizei und des SD in der UdSSR (Berichtszcit 
von 1,-31.10.1941)" gclescn, sowie den "Gesamtbericht dcr Einsatzgruppe A 
bis zum 15. Oktober 1941." Lan sicht vom ganzen Inhalt diescr Berichtc, dass 
dic Tactigkeit der Einsatzrruppen und Einsatzkommandos der SIPO und des SD 
besonders darin lag, Masscnvernichtungen von Juden, Kommunisten und anderen 
Widerstandselementen zu untcrnehmen und durchzufuchren. Man sicht auch aus 
dem oben crwechntcen "Gosamtbericht", der nicht mchr als dic ersten vier 
Monate dieser Tactig¢kcit umfasst, dass dic Zusammenarbeit der betreffcenden 
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AFFIDAVIT No.l2 (contd. ) 


Oberbefchlshaber mit der Linsatzcruppe A "im allgemeinen gut, in 
EBinzelfacllen, wic zB mit der Panzergruppe 4 unter Gencraloberst Hoeppner, 
sehr eng, ja fast herzlich war" (Scite 1). Aus ciner Anlage zu demselben 
Bericht mit dem Titcl "Uebersicht ucber dic Zahl der exekutierten Personen" 
geht es anschaulich hervor, besonders aus der Reihenfolge der Zahlen in den 
cinzelnen der Reihe nach eroberten Gebicten, dass gleich vom Anbeginn des 
Vormarsches gegen Russland an die Totalitact des Einsatzes der SIPO und des 
SD mit liassenvernichtungen aller \Widerstandselemente in den Frontgebicten 
cingesotzt hat. Ich anerkenne dic Glaubwuerdigkeit und Wahrhaftigkeit der 
beiden oben crwachnteon Berichte. Daher muss ich heute meiner festen 
Ucberzecugung Ausdruck geben, dass in der geheimen und mucndlichen Auslegung 
zwischen Wagner und Heydrich dic umfassende zukuenftige Tactigkeit der 
Einsatzgruppen und der Einsatzkommandos im Rahmen des Kampfverbandes des 
Foldhceres bis auf geplantc Massenvernichtungen vermutlich erocrtert und 
fcstgelegt worden ist. Dic oben angefuchrte enge und schon in den ersten 
Wochen des russischon Feldzuges stattgeefundene Zusammenarbeit zwischen dem 
Feoldhcer und den Einsatzgruppen veranlasst mich heute meiner fcesten 
Ucberzeugung Ausdruck zu geben, dass dic Oberbefehlshaber der Hecresgruppen 
und Armeen, dic im russischen Feldzug teilnehmen sollten, schon vor dem 
Beginn dicses Feldzuges von der weitgehenden zukucnftigen Aufgabe der 
Einsatzgeruppen und Einsatzkommandos der SIPO und des SD bis auf geplante 
Masscnvernichtunfen von Juden, Kommunisten und allen anderen Widerstands- 
clementen durch dic gewochnlichen Dicnstwege des OKH genau informiert worden 
sind. 


Anfang Juni 1941 hatte Wagner, gemecinsam mit Heydrich und dem 


Chef des Amts Ausland/Abwehr des OK] (Admiral Canaris), sacmtliche Ice AO's 


und sowcit ich mich crinnerc, sacmtliche Ic's aller Heeresgruppen, Armecn, 
Armeekorps und ctlicher Divisionen, dic in dem konmenden russischen Feldzug 
teilnchmen solltcn, zu ecincr gemeinsamen Besprechung im OKt/-Gebacude in 
Berlin zusammengerufen, Ebenfalls anwcsend waren zum grocssten Teil die 
verantwortlichen Fuchrer der Einsatzgruppen und Binsatzkommandos der SIPO 
und des SD. Ich war auch dabei, Der wesentliche Inhalt und Zweck dieser 


Tacunc war dic Darstcllung der militacrischen Planung gegen Russland und 
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«.FFIDAVIT No.12 (contd) 


dic Bekanntmachung der oben dargestellten Einzclhciten der zwischen ‘Wagner 


und Heydrich getroffenen schriftlichen Vercinbarung. 


Dicse Gruppe von Ic ..0's und Ic's blicb noch cin paar Tage in Berlin 


und wurde in mchreren Besprechungen, denen ich nicht beiwohntc, ueber dic 
weiteren Einzelheiten des kommenden russischen Feldzuges cingehend untcr- 
richtct. Ich nehme an, dass cs sich in diesen Besprechungen um die genaue 
Festlerun¢ des Fuchrerbefechls, "jeden ‘liderstand in croberten Gebiecten mit 
allen Mitteln schnellstens und vollkommen zu brechen", bis auf feplante 
Massenvernichtungen aller ‘Jiderstandseclemente gehandclt hat. Sonst wacre 
die Zusemmenarbcit zwischen dem Foldhecer und cen Hinsatzgruppen, dic in cin 
paar ‘lochcn aus den oben erwachnten Aikten klar zu schen ist, vermutlich 
nicht zu crwarten gewesen, Auf alle Faclle ist daran kaum zu 2weifeln, 
dass dicse Ic AO's und Ic's ihre cigenen Chefs, ecinschliesslich aller 
Oberbefchlishaber von Heeresgruppen unc Armecn, dic gcgen Russland 
marschicren sollten, sofort nach ihrer Rueckkchr von Berlin von dem vollen 


Umfang der Vereinbarung genaucstens unterrichtet haben, 


gez. ‘WALTER SCHELLENBERG 


26.XI, 1945 


CITY OF NURNBERG: SS 


Before me, PAUL 1, NEULAND, Major, QMC, ASN,.0-385720, an officer 
duly qualified to take oaths, appeared WALTER SCHELLENBERG, to me known, 
who in my presence signed the foregoing statement consisting of five pages 
in the German languake with corrections initialled in the left margin by the 
same WALTER SCHELLENRERG and with each of the five parses initialled at the 
bottom by the same WALTER SCHELLENBERG, and who swore that the same was true 
on the 26th day of November 1945, 

I further certify that the two reports citcd on pare 3 of the 
foregoing statement are documents contained in the official files of the 
Documentation Section of the Office of the U.S.Chief of Counsel at Nurnberg, 
Germany. I further certify that the document whose title is "Taetigkeits-— 
und Lagebericht Nr.6 der Binsatzgruppen der Sicherheitspolizei und des SD in 
der UdSSR (Berichtszeit vom 1.=-31,.10.1941)" is document No.R-102, and that 
the document bearing the title "Gesamtbericht der Tinsatzgruppe A bis zum 
15. Oktober 1941" is document No.L-18. 


(Signed) Paul A, Neuland 


PAUL A. NEULAND 
Major QMC 
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TRANSLATION OF AFFIDAVit' 1.0.13 
OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF OF COUNSEL 


Nurnberg, 25 November 1915. 


I, Wilhelm Scheidt, belonged to the War History Section of +! 
from the year 1941 to 1945. 

Concerning the question of partisan warfare I state that I rcmomber 
the following froi my knowledge of the documents of the Operations Staff oz 
the OK\] as well as from my conversations in the Fuehrer's headquarters with 
Generalmajor tialter Scherff, the Fuehrer's appointee for the colpilation of 
the history of the war. 

Counter-partisan warfare was originally a responsibility of Reichs- 
fuehrer-SS Heinrich Himmler who sent police forces to handle this mattcr, 

In the years 1942 and 1943 however countor-partisan warfare develope: 
to such an extent that the Operations Staff of the OK] had to give it 
particular attention. In the Army Operations Section of the Operations 
Staff of the OK a specific officer was assigned the development of countcr- 
partisan warfare as his special job. It proved necessary to conduct 
extensive operations against the partisans with Wehrmacht troops in Russien 
as well as Jugoslavian territory. Partisan operations for a long while 
threatened to cut off the lines of communication and transport routes that 
were necessary to support the German Wehrracht, For instance, a monthly 
report concerning the attacks on the railroad lines in occupicd Russia 
revealed that in the Russian area clone from 800 to 1,000 attacks occurred 
-2ch month during that period, causing amonr other things, the loss of fron 
200 to 300 locomotives, 

It was a well-known fact that partisan warfare was conducted with 
eruclty on both sides, It was also well-known thet roprisals were inflictcd 
on hostages and communities whose inhabitants were suspected of being 
partisans or of supporting them. It is beyond question that these facts 
must have been known to the leading officers in the Operations Staff of the 
OKW and in the Army's General Staff. It was further well-known that Hitler 
velieved that the only successful method of conducting counter=partisan warfcre 


wis to employ crucl punishments as deterrents, 


I remember that at the time of the Polish revolt in Warsaw, 


*3-Gruppenfuchrer Geglein reported to Gencraloberst Guderian and Jodl about 
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TRANSLATION OF AFFiD.vi2 2.9 


. & 


Ssocitics of the Russian SS-Brigade Kaminski, which fought on the 


German side, 
(Signed) ‘WILHELM SCHEIDT 


Retired Captain of the Reserve 


CITY OF NURNBERG: SS 


Before me, WALTER H. RAPP, Captain, Cavalry, ASN 0-454231, an 
officer duly qualificd to take oaths, appeared Captain '/ILHEL: SCHEIDT, 
to me known, who in my presence signed the forcgoing statement consistin- 
of three pages in the German language, and swore that the same was truc 
on the 26th day of November 1945. 


(Signed) Walter H. Rapp 
WALTER H. RAPP 
Captain CAV 


0-4 54.231 


TRANSLATOR'S NOTE: (The above acknowledgment of oath appeared in the 
original in English) 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 
OF DOCUMENT 


I, PAUL A. NEULAND, Major, QMC, 0-385720, hereby certify that 
T am thoroughly conversant with the English and German languages, and 
that the foregoing is a true and correct translation of Affidavit 
No, 13 


(Signed) Paul A, Neuland 
PAUL A. NEULAND 
Major QuiC 


ee 0-385720 
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AFFIDAVIT No,1L 


Nuernberg, den 25.November 1945. 


Ich, Wilhelm Scheidt, gchoerte vom Jahre 1941 bis 1945 der 
Kriezsgeschichtlichen Abteilung des Oberkormandos der "Jehrmacht an. 

Zur Frage des Partisanenkrieges erklaere ich, dass mir folgendes 
aus meiner Kenntnis der Akten des "Ichrmachtfuehrungsstabes sowie aus 
meinen Gesnraechen mit Generalmajor Walter Scherff, dem Beauftragten des 
Fuehrers fuer die militaerische Geschichtschreibung, in Fuehrerhauptquartier 
erinnerlich ist: 

Dic Bekaempfung der Partisanen war urspruenglich eine Aufgabe des 
Reichsfuehrer SS Heinrich Himmler gewesen, zu deren Loesung Polizeikracfte 
cingesetzt waren, In Jahre 1942 und 43 nahm jedoch der Kampf mit den . 
Partisanen einen solchen Unfang an, dass ihm auch die “ehrmachtfuehrung 
besondere Aufmerksamkeit schenken musste, In der Opcrationsabteilung des 
Heeres innerhalb des Welhrmachtfuchrungsstabes erhielt ein besondcrer 
Offizier die Bearbeitung des Kampfes gegen die Partisanen als Spezial- 
aufgabe. Es erwies sich als noctig, dass auch mit Kraeften der “Wehrmacht 
sowohl im russischen wie im jugoslawischen Raum grossangclegte Cpcerationen 
zur Bekacmpfung der Partisanen durchgefuchrt wurden, Dic Tactigkeit der 
Partisanen drohte lange Zcit hindurch die lebenswichtigen Verbindungs— und 
Transportlinicn der deutschen 'lehrmacht abzuschnciden. Ueber die Anschlaege 
auf die Eisenbahnlinicn im besctzten Russland wurde deshalb zum Beispicl 
cine monatliche Zusammenstellung herausgegeben, aus der hervorging, dass es 
sich allein im russischen Raum monatlich um jewcils 800 bis 1.000 Ansch- 
lacge handclte, denen unter andercem monatlich 200 bis 300 Lokomotiven zum 
Opfer ficlen. 


Es war cinc allgemcin bekannte Tatsachc, dass der Portisanenkricr 


von beiden Seiten mit Grausamkcit gefuchrt wurde, Auch war es bekannt, dass 


Repressalien gegen Gciscln und Ansicdlungen, deren Bewohner verdacchtig 
waren, Partisanen zu scin oder solche unterstuctzt zu haben, angewandt 
wurden, Es stcht ausser Frage, dass diese Tatsachen den fuchrenden 
Offizicren im VFSt. und im Gencralstab des Heeres bekannt fewesen scin 
mucssen. Es war weitcrhin bekannt, dass Hitler der Ansicht war, dass im 


Kampf gegen dic Partisancn nur dic Anwendung von grausamen Abschreckungs- 
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AFFIDAVIT No.13 (contd.) 


strafen erfolgreich sein koenne,. 

Ich erinnere mich, dass der SS-Gruppenfuehrer Fegelein anlaesslich 
des polnischen Aufstandes in Warschau den Generaloberst Guderian und 
Jodl Einzelheiten ueber die Grausamkeiten der russischen SS-Brigade 


Kaminski berichtete, welche auf dentscher Seite k#mpftc,. 


gez. WILHELM SCHEIDT 


Rittmeister d.R.a.D. 
CITY OF NURNBERG: 


Before me, WALTER H. RPP, Captain, Cavalry, ASN 0-454231, an 
officcr duly qualified to take oaths, appeared Captain ‘JILHELM SCHEIDT, 
to me known, who in my presence. sisned the foregoing statement consisting 
of threc pares in the German language, and swore that the same was true 
on the 26th day of November 1945. 


(Signed) Walter H. Rapp 
WALTER H. RAPP 
Captain CAV 
0-454231 
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uy TRANSLATION OF AFFIDAVIT NO. 15 
ns \4 OFFICE OF U.S, CHIEF OF COUNSEL 


STATEMENT 8 December 195 


» 


AS Chief of stare of the lth Army from liay 1942 to June 193, to which was 
later added the area of the 9th Army, I often had occasion to concern myself 
officially with anti-partisan -yarfare, During these operations the troops 
received orders fom the highest authority, as for exan mple even the OKH, to use 
the harshest methods. These operations were carried out by troops of the Army 


Group and of the Army, as for cxample security battalions, 


At the beginning in accordance with orders which were issued through 
official channels only a fev prisoners -vere taken, In accordance with orders, 


Jews, political conmissars and agents were delivered: up'to the’ SD, 


The number of enc my dead mentionedin official reports was very high in 
comparison with our own losses, From the documents which have been shoym to me 
I have now come to realize that the orderfrom highest authorities for the 
harshest conduct of the anti-partisan war can have been intended to make possible 
2 ruthless liquidation of Jews and other undesirable elements by using for this 


purpose the military struggle of the army against the partisans, 


(signed) ROETTIGE 
Supplementary to my above declaration of 8 D-cember 1945, I declare: As T 

Stated oral ly on 28 November 19)5 my then Commander in Chief of th yth Army 

instructed his troops many times not to wage er against the partisans more 

severely than was required at 1@ time by the position. This struggle should 

only be pushed to the wminihilation of the eneny éftor all attempts to bring 

about a surrender failed, Apart from humaniterian reasons ve necessarily had an 
@eeree in taking prisoners since very many of them could very well be used 


as members of native volunteer units against the partisans, 


Alongside th necessary active combatting of partisans ther< waS propaganda 
directed at the partisans and als at the population -rith the object by peaceful 
means of causing them to give up partisan activities, Wor instance in this way 
the -romen too were continually urged to get their men back from the forests or 
to keep them by other means fron joining the partisans, And this propeganda had 
good results, In the spring of 1943 the area of the hth Army was as good as 
cleared of partisans, Only on its boundaries and them from time to time were 
partisans in evidence at times when they crossed into the area ofithe lth Army 
from neighboring areas. The a my ‘vas obliged on this account on the orders of 


the Army Group to give up security forces to the neighboring army to the south, 


(stenea) sosrrzazx [lM 
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CITY OF NURNBERG: Ss 


Before me 2 P, Captai aval ASN 0-l)5231, an officer 
duly qeieied bo cae pete. ode creyvat ube Siva enter HANS ROETTIGER, 
to me known, who in my presence signed the foregoing statement consisting of 
two pages in the German language, end svore that the same was true on the 
8th day of December 19h5. 


(signed) ‘Valter H. Rapp 
WALTER H. RAPP 
Captain Cav 
0-542 31 


TRANSLATOR'S NOTE: ( The above acknowledgement of oath appeared in the 
original in English) 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 
OF DOCUMENT 


I, PAUL A. NEULAND, Major, QC, ASN 0-385720, hereby certify that I an 
thoroughly conversant with the English and German languages; and that the 
above is a true and correct translation of Affidavit No. 15, 


(signed) Paul A. Nculand 
PAUL A. NEULAND 
Ma jor QMC 
Q-385720 
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ERKLAERUNG 8, Div 1945 


Als Chef des Genst. der |. Armee vom Mai 192 bis Juni 1943, zu der 
auch spaeterhin das Gebiet der 9. Armee trat, hatte ich mehrfach 
Gelegenheit mich mit der Bandenbekaempfung dienstlich zu befassen. Fuer 
die Durchfuehrung dieser Kampfhandlungen war fuer die Truppe von hoeehster 
Stelle, wie z.B. auch vom Oberkommando des Heeres angeordnet, mit 
schaerfsten Mitteln durchzugreifen. Diese Kampfhandlungen wurden mit 
Truppen der Heeresgruppe und der Armee, wie 2.B. Sicherungsbataillonen 
durcligefuehrt, 

Anfangs wurden gemaess den auf dem Dienstwege gegebenen Befehlen 
nur wenige Gefangenen gemacht. Gemaess Befehl wurden Juden, politische 
‘ommissare und Agenten dem SD uebergeben, 

Die in den offiziellen Berichten erwaehnten Gefallenen des Feindes 
waren sehr gross gesenucber unseren eigenen Gefallenen, 

Ich bin erst jetzt euf Grund der mir vorgelegten Dokumente zu der 
Erkenntnis gekommen, dass mit der Anordnung zur schaerfsten Durchfuehrung 
des Bandenkampfes von hoechster Stelle moeglicherweise im Endziel der 
aweck verfolgt wurde, den militaerischen Bandenkampf des Heeres auch 
dazu auszunutzen, die ruecksichtslose Liquidierung des Judentums und 


anderer unerwuenschter Flemente 


gez. ROTTIGER. 


In Ergaenzung meiner ersten Erklaerung vom 8.12.45 erklaere ich: 

Vie ich auch in iweiner muendlichen Aussage am 28,11.)5 betont habe, 
hat mein damaliger Oberbefehishaber der lj. Armee die Trupve mehrfach 
daraufhin gewiesen, gen Bandenkamof nicht haerter zu fuehren, als es die 
Jewellige Lage tatsaechlich erfoerderte. Der “ampf sollte nur dann bis 


r 


zur Vernichtung des Gegners gefuchrt werden, wenn alle Versuche, ihn zur 


Jebergabe zu veranlassen fehl schluegen, Abgesehen von humanen Gruenden 
hatten wir selbst eine Interesse daran, Gefangene zu machen, da sehr 


viele von diesen sehr gut als Angehoerige von freiwilligen landeseigenen 
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Bandenbekaempfungstruppen zu verwenden waren. 

leben der notwendigen aktiven Bandenbekaempfung wurde immerfort 
propagandistisch auf die Banden und auch auf die Bevoelkerung elngewirkt, 
um diese mit guetlichen Mitteln dazu zu veranlassen, von dem Bandenunwesen 
abzulassen. So wurden z.B. auch die Frauen immer wieder aufgefordert, 
ihre Maenner aus dem Busch zu holen oder sie sonstwie von dem Eintritt 
in die Banden abzuhalten. Diese Propagandaarbeit hatte auch gute 
Erfolge. So war das Gebiet der ), Armee im Fruehjahr 193 fast so gut 
wie bandenfrei. Lediglich an den Grenzen machten sich damals voruebergehend 
Banden bemerkbar als diese aus Nachbargebicten in das Gebiet der lh. Armee 
hinucberwechselten,. Die mee musste daher auch Sicherungskraefte an 


die suedl. Nachbararmee auf Befehl der Heeresgruppe Mitte abgeben. 


'"! 
geZ. ROTTIGER 


RAFP, Captain, Cavalry, ASN 0-5231, an 
officer duly qualified take oaths, appeared General der Panzertruppen 
HANS ROETTIGER, to me known, who in my presence signed the foregoing 
statement consisting of two pages in the German language, and swore that 


the same w: ¢ on the 8th day 


Joh S),2° 31 
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i TRANSLATION OF AFFIDAVIT No.16 
OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF OF COUNSEL 


During my period of service in 1942/3 as chief of staff of the 4th 
Army of the Central Army Group, SD units were attached in the beginning, 
apparently for the purpose of counter-intellisence activity in front-line 
areas, It was clear that these SD umits were causing creat disturbances 
among the local civilian population with the result that my commanding 
officer therefore asked the commander—in-chief of the army froup, Field 
Marshal von Kluge, to order the SD units to clear out of the front-line 
areas, Which took place immediately. The reason for this first and 
foremost was that the excesses of the SD units by way of cxecution of Jews 
and other persons assumed such propertions as to threaten the security of 
the Army in its combat areas because of the aroused civilian populace, Mitharh 
in general the special tasks of tho SD units were well lmowm and appeared 
to be carried out with the knowledge of the highest military authorities, 
we opposed these methods as far as possiblc, because of the danger which 
existed for our troons, 


(Signed) ROETTIGER 


CITY OF NURNBERG: SS 


Before me, WALTER H. RAPP, Captain, Cavalry, ASN O-454231, an 
officer duly qualified to take oaths, appeared Gencral HANS ROETTIGER, to 
me known, who in my presence signed the foregoing statement censisting of 
one page in the Geriaan language, and swore that the same was truce on the 
28th day of November 1945.4 


(Signed) Walter H. Rapp © 
WaLTER H. RAPP 
Captain CAV 
Om 454231 


TRANSLATOR'S NOTE: (The above acknowledgment of oath appeared in the 
original in English) 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 
OF DOCUMENT 


I, PAUL A, NEULAND, Major, ALC, ASN 0-385720, hereby certify that 
I am thoroughly conversant with the English and Gorman lansuares; and that 
the above is a true and correct translation of Affidavit No.16, 


(Signed) Paul A, Neuland 
PAUL 4. NEULAND 
linjor Quc 
O~385720 
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AFFIDAVIT No.16 


eS ED 


ERKT.ARUNG 


WHhrend meiner Dienstzeit in 1942/3 als Gaef der Aten Armee der 
Heerescruppe litte waren SD Tinheiten am Anfeng zagetcilt, um angeblich 
Abwehraienste im Frontrebiet der Armee zu liestene Es stellte sich heraus, 
dass diese SD Binheiten unter der ansissigen Zivilbevélkerung frosse 
Aufrerung verursachten, die zur Folge hatt3, dass :nein Vorgzesctzter den 
Oberbefehishaber der Heeresgruppe, Goneralvelanar3Gholl v.Kluge, darum bat, 
die SD Einheiten aus dem Frontgebict zurtickcukomn wdieren, was dann 
unnittelbar geschah. Der Grund daftir lag vor alien Dingen darin, dass die 
Ausschweifungen der SD Einhciten durch Exeeutionen won Juden und anderer 
Personen Ausmasse annehmen, dass eine Bedrown:; file Mie Sicherheit der Armee 
in ihrem Kampfeebict durch dic enntrte Zivilbovélkerms estand. Obwohl 
mon allgemein ther dic Sonder=Auffabon ccr SD Einhe§ten bescheid wusste und 
dies ja auch anscheinend mit Wissen der chereten Wchrstachtfuhrung geschah, 
traten wir deren iethodaen woitnBelichst exbzogen, ds dic Gefehrdung der 


eigenen Trunpe bestand, 


CITY OF NURNBERG: SS 


Before me, WALTER H. RAFP, Captain, Cavalry, ASN 0-454231, an 
officer duly qualified to take oaths, appeare2 General HANS ROETTIGER, 
to me known, who in my presence signed the forecoing statement consisting of 
one page in the Geritan languace, and swore that the same was truc on 
the 28th day of November 1945, 


(Signed) Walter H. Rapp 
WALTER H. RAPP 
aptain CAV 
@ A523 





TRANSLATION OF AFFIDAVIT No.17 
OFFICE OF J.S.CHLuF OF COUNSEL ¢ 


STATEMENT 

I, Ernst Rode, was formerly chicf of the Commando Staff of the 
Reoichsfuchrer-SS, having taken over this position in the spring of 1943 as 
successor to former SS-Obercruppenfuchrer Kurt Knoblauch. Hy last rank was 
Generalmajor of Police and of the tWeffen-Ss. My function was to furnish 
forecs necessery for anti-partisan warfare to the hichcr SS and police leaders 
and to cuarantee the support ef arny forces. This took place throush 
yersonal discussions with the leading officers of the Operations Staff of the 
OK'Y and OKH, namely with General 'arlinont, General von Buttlar, Gencraloberst 
Guderian, Genernlcberst Zeitzler, General Heusinger, later General ‘Wenk, 
Colonel Gref Kiclmannsegg and Colonel v, Bonin. Since anti-partisan warfare 
also was under the sole command of the respective army commander-in-chief in 


ope rational arcas (for instance in the Control army Group wrer Ficld Marshal 


Kluge and latcr Busch) and since police troops for the most part could not be 


sparcd from the Reichscommissarintos, the dircetion of this warfare lay 
practicnlly always entirely in the hands of the army. In the same way orders 
were issucd not by Himmler but by the OKH. SS and police troops transferred 
to operrtioneal areas from the Reichscommissnriates to surport the arty sroups 
werc likewise under the latter's cormand. Such transfers often resulted in 
herm to antisvartisan warfare in the Reichscommissarintes. Aecordine to a 
specific acreement between Himmler and the OKH, the dircction of individual 
operations lay in the hends of the troop leader who commanded the largest 
troop contingent, It was therefore possibl thet en army general could htve 
SS and police un’er him, and on the other hand that arny trocps could be 
placed under a senerel of the SS and policc. Anti-pertisen werfare in 
operational areas could never be ordercd by Himmler, I could mercly request 
the OKH to order it, until 1944 mostly throurh the intervention of General- 
quarticrmeister liegner or through State Sceretary Genzcnmuclicr, The OKH 
then issucc corresponding orders to the army froups concerned, for complinncce, 
Tho severity and cruclty with which the intrinsically diabolical 
partisan warfare was conductec by the Russians had alreacy resulted in 
Drakoninn lews beine issued by Hitler for its conduct. These orders, which 
wore passec on to the troops through the OK! and CKH, were equally applicable 


to army troops as well as to those of the SS and police. There was 


a HM 
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absolutcly no differenee in the monner in which these two components carried 
on this warfarc, army solcicrs wore cxactly as embittered « 
enemy 2s those of the SS and pol: 48 2 result of this embittcrment orders 
were ruthlessly carric:) out by both components, a thing which wes also quite 
in kecping with Hiticr's desires or intentions. ns proof of this the order 
of the OK. and OKH can be adducec, which circetcd th all captured partisans, 
for instance such as Jews, arent ad politicsl ccuwmissars, should without 
dclay be handed over by the trcops to the SD for spccinl treatment. This 
order also contained the provision thet in anti-poartisan warfare no vrisoners 
execpt the cbove nained ake That anti-pa: san warfare was carricd on 
by army a) ne sly anc to cvery cxtreme I know 2s the result of 

enee with General Herzog, 
Comiancer of the XXXVIII army eee nc 4 nic? of staff, Colonel 
Pamberrs in the General abate, b oth ¢ mm 81 rt my opinion. Today 21t 
it clear to me thet enti-partisan werfare gredurlly bcceame on cxcuse for tl 


systematic annihilation of 


OBERURSEL: 


WALTER H. RAPP, Captcin, Cava Irv, ASN 0-454231, an officer 
to take o ce appesred ERNST RODE, Major General of Police 
» to me known, who in my presence sisned the foreroing 
Werk] rune (statement) consistine, ¢ wo pores in the Gemaan lanruarce and 
swore that the same was truc on the 30th any of November 1915, 


O—4,52,231 


onth appeared in the 


CINTIPICATE 0 
OF DOCU"? 


I, PAUL 4. NRULAND, Maj QC, ASN 0-385 720 5 hereby certify that 


deal 


I am thoroushly conversant with the ee . ond Germen Isneuarcs; and that 
the cbove is - true and corrcet trons] on of ate idevit No 


Ae. Neuland 
NEULAND 





MN 


AFFIDAVIT No.17 


ERKLARUNG. 


Ich, ERNST RODE, war fruher der Chef des Kommandestabes RFSS und 
Ubernahi diesen Posten im Frihjahr 1943 als hachfolger des frtlheren SS 
Oberrruppenfuechrers Kurt Knoblauch, iicin letzter Dienstgrade war General-~ 


major der Polizei und ‘laffen SS, iieine Aufgabe war, den jeweiligen 


/ 
’ 


Hiberen SS und Polizeiftthrern in der Bandenkampfbekampfung die erforderlichen 
Kr4fte zuzuftihren und die Unterstitzune durch Kr#fte des Heeres sicherzustel- 
len. Dies geschah in unmittelbaren Besprechungen mit den flhrenden 
Offizicren des “.F.St. im OK und dem 0.K.H. also mit den Gener#len ‘/arlimont, 
veButtlar, mit den Generalobersten Guderian und Zeitzler, Gcneral Heusinger, 
spiter Genoral ‘lenis, Oberst Graf “ielmannsegg, sputter Oberst v. Bonin, 
Da im Operctionssebiet auch die Bandenbekempfung unter dem ausschlies lichen 
Befchl des betreffenden Oberbefehlshaber der Heeresgrupoe stand (wie 2.B. in 
der H.Gr. Mitte bei Feldmarschall Kluce sp#tcr Busch) uad dic Polizeitruppen 
moist in den Reichkommissariaten unabktmalich waren, lag die Kampffthrung 
fast immer g&inzlich in den H4nden des Hecres. Entsprechend geschah auch die 
Befchlsgebung nicht ctwa curch Himmler, sondern duch das OXH. Derselben 
Befchlsfebuns waren auch dic SS und Poligcitruppen unterworfen, dic zur 
Unterstutzung der Hocreszruppen aus den Reichskomuiseriaten in das 
Opcrationsgcebict abgestcllt waren. Diese Abstcilung geschah zum Nachtcile 
cor Bandenbek¥mpfung: in den Reichskommisariaten schr cft. Dic Fuhrung in 
aden Ginzclren Unternchmunzeu laz gcemacss cincr ausdruceklichen Vercinbsrung 
Himalcrs mit OK: und OKH imacr in H&nden desjenigen Truopenfuhrers der 
tibcr das crdésstc Truppenkontincent verflctc. konntc also passicren, dass 
cin General des Heores 55 und Polizci untcrstellt bekem, umgekchrt abcr auch 
das cinem SS und Polizeigcncral Trupoen des Hecres unterstcllt wurden. 
BandcenbekY4mpfung im Operations gebict konnte von Hi : dey nicrrls ocfohlcn 
werden. Dicses konnte nur durch mich beim OKH angeregt werden, meist auf 
Verenlassung das Gcncralquarticrmcistcrs Wagner bis 194/,, oder des Staats— 
sekrct#res Canzcnatiller. Das OKH eab dann cer in Frege kommenden Heeres~ 
gruppe dic entsprechenden Befchle zur Durchfthruns. 

Dic H¥rte und Grausamkeit mit cor der an sich heimtuckische Bandenkaiapf 
vom Russen gefthrt wurde, hatte bercits im Jahre 1942 2u drekonischen 
Befchlen fiir dic Kempfftlhrung scitens Hitlers ecfthrt. Dicse Befchls dic 


atic 
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curch OK.) und OKH der Truppe bck-nnt gescben wurden, geltcn selbstversténdlich 


ceneu so fiir dic Trupmen das Hceres als wic dicjenigcen der SS und Polizci. 


Thre Kempffthrunc hat sich in ccr Form ocstinct in nichts untcrschicden. Der 
Soldet des Hoercs war ceneu so verbittcrt gegen den Ficnd wic dcr Soldat der 
-S und Polizci. Infolgc dicser Vorbittcrung wurden dic Befchle rticksichts 
los von beiden Sciten durchgefthrt, was dem ‘funsche oder sbsichten Hitlers 
je euch cntsprech. Als Beweis kann mon ja den Bufehl ces OK:; und OKH 
enfuchren dcr bestimutc, doss alle -cefengenen Bendenaen:chbrigen wic ZeBe 
Juden, Accntcn und politische Komissare von Cur Truppe unverzlirlich dem S.D. 
gweks Sonderboheulung zu Ubcrecber: sind. Ausserdom enthiclt dicescr Befchl 
danels dic Anordnung, dass ia Bancenkcempt kcincrlci Gefangenc, ausscr den 
obengenenntcn zu mechcn sind. Dis cor Bendenkamef auth von den Trunpen des 
Hecres gnadenlos bis eufs Messer ¢eftcrt wurde, weiss aeh sus Unterheltungen 
mit Truppenfthrern des Heeres, 2,8. Generel H.rzog, Komerdeur des XXXVIITI 
2K. und sicnes Chefs, Obcrst i.G. Pemberg, dic mir meiic vuffessunf 
best#tisten. Heute ist es mir kler, dass ccr Bandonkanpf ellmthlich der 


Vorwane wurde drs Judentum und Slaventun systemetisch auszurotten. 
f¢z. ERNST RODE 
OBERURS LL: 


Before ac, WALTER H. RAPP, Gaptein, Ceveiry, AS¥ O-454231, on offaccr 
culy quelificd to trke opths, epperrce ERNST RODE kiajor General of Police 
and Waffen-SS, to me known, who in my presence sipnce the foresoing 
"Erkl4runctt (statement) consisting of tvo p ges in the Gurmen len:-uage and 
sviorc that the samc was truc on the 30th day of November 1945. 

(Si-ned) ‘alter H, Rapp 
VALTER H. RAPP 


Captain CAV 
O-454231 





TRANSLATION OF AFFIDAVIT Nols 
OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF OF COUNSEL 


STATEMENT 

As far as I know, the SD Combat Groups with the individual army groups 
were completely subordinate to them, that is to say tactically as well as, in 
every othsr way. The cormanders-in-chicf were therefore thorouchly 
coenigsnt of the missions and “operational methods of these units. They 
approved of these missions and operational methods because apparently they 
never opposed them, T fe) iit prisoners, such as Jews, agents and 
commissars, who were handed over to the SD underwent the same crucl dea th, 
a8 victims of so-enlled "purifications" ,is a proof that the executions had 


also corresponded with what the highest political 
° 


military authoritics wanted, Frequent mention of these methceds were 
naturally made in my presenee at the OX) and OKH, and they were condemned by 
most SS and police officers, just as they were condemned by most army officers, 


On such occasions I always pointed out that it 1 | have peen quite within the 


% 


of the authority of the cormmandcrs-in-chicf of army rroups to oppose 


such methods. I am of the firm conviction that an enerretic and unified 


protest by all ficld marshals would have resulted in a change of these 


missions and methods, If they should ever assert that they would then 


have been succeeded by even more ruthless comuanders-in-chief, this, in my 
opinion, woulc. be a foolish and cven cowardly dodge. 


(Sirned) ERNST RODE 


OB.ERURSEL: SS 


Before me, UALTER H. RAPP, Captain, “Cava lry, «SN 0-454231, an officer 
duly qualified to take oaths, appeared ERNS ST RODE, Major General of Police and 
Waffen-SS, to me known, who in my presence signed the foresoing "Erkl#rung" 
(statement) consisting of one page in the German laneuage and swore that the 
samc Was true on the 30th day of November 1915. 


(Sicned) Walter H. Rapp 
WALTER H. RAPP 
Cap obtain CAV 
0-1,54231 


TRANSLATOR'S NOTE: (The above acknowledzment of oath appeared in the 
original in English} 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSL. TION 
OF DOCULENT 


I, PAUL ... NEULAND, Major, Qic, ASN 0-385720, horeby certify that I am 
thoroughly conversent with the Enrlish and German lancueces; and that the above 
is a truc and correct translation of Affidavit No. 18. 


(Signed) 


HIM 


H1143 -00 





SFFIDGVIT Noe 18 
LAAKLLLALAG 
Scveit mir’ bekannt ist, wercn Gic S.u, Linsctz:ruprcn bei ccn 

einzclnen Hcercsrruppen diesen volluncretcllt, d,ne tektiseh 
scvcil suet in jcedcr anécren Weise. Den Cherbcf<: ilshetern «aren 
Ceshele die Aufsaten urd Arbcitsmethoden cicscr Linneitcn voellig 
bekennt. Sie haben die Auf: aben und Arbcitsmeticden ~ebilli:t 

2 anset’cinsne nicneals deccron Frent cem.ecat ac. cone Dass 

dor Gye ucter «ounce Gefan cme vic Juccn, arentecn, Ke n-issere 
cenau sc dem crausamcn Tode civciat varcn wie Cpfer soccnanntcr 
“Gacubcrrunicsaxticncn" ist cin Ee.cis dcfucr, dass dic uxckutionen 
iar Linverstacnténiss -cacbt netten, cussercam war ja ouen cies 
im Sinn. ccr politisencn und militecriseacn hoceustcn Fucarunse 
Uber dics. “etnecen, Gie von er Fesse dor SO und Foligei- 
effizierc ccneu so cts, leant wurden, wic worl von ser Yass A AYA AAT 
H1143 -0073 

Ger -iccresoffizicrc, ist bci Bugorcehun-cn im CK. und CKH 
natucrlien ces ocftercn dic Rede in ~cinc> Feiscin tevescn. 
Ica habe bei soleacn Cele-eniaciten immer dsrauf hingevicsen, 

je in der Befeiiscex lt der Cocrb<ferlsiubcr der decrcs- 
rrupren vclercn hactte, dazccen sien aufzulcincn. Ich bin der fcsten 
Ucbkerzeuunz dnse cin cn r-iseacr einacitlicner Frotcst allcr 


Feldmarseiaclle cine fendcrur~ der fAuf-ctcn und “etaccdcn mit sica 


: rv eae 
ccbreeat nsettee Dic unsic at dress noei riccrcese/Chcerbefcalsicd er 


iancn bei inrer abbcrufun: Gann -cfel_. wacren, ist mcines Lracatcns, 
fells dics -cltend -emacat werden sclltc, eine teericatc sesar fcile 


Ausredce 
ceve TiNST hOVh 


Cocrurscls 
Pefcre me, wiLlitit .. Rule, Captcin, Cavalry, AON Cel51231, an 

cfficer duly quclified te tuk. oatas, apracured LNWWT ALL, Major 
Gencral of Felice anc UucffoneS to me knoun, wax in my presevee signed tac 
foresoin. *Lrleerun " (st: tement§J ecnsisting cf one perc. in the German 
len-uare, and sterc tact the seme crs true on tte 3Cth day of 
Vevembcr 1615. 

(Sicncd) Yelter H. Rapp 

‘weLTIR de iv.IF 


Capt in Cav 
O#4 54251 
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STATEMENT 

1. From the beginning of the war in 1939 until autumn 1940 I was Ia 
of the Operations Section of the OKH, and from autumn 1940 until 20 July 
1944 I was chicf of that section. 

“Ihnen Hitler took over supreme command of the Army, he gave to the 
chief of the General Staff of the Army the function of advising him on all 
operational matters in the Russian theater. 

This made the chief of the General Staff:of the Army responsible for 
all matters in the operational areas in the east, while the OKI! was respone’ 
sible for all matters outside the operational areas, for instance all troops 
(security units, SS units, police) stationed in the Reichscommissariates. 

All police and SS units in the Reichscommissariates were also 
subordinate to the Reichsfuehrer-SS. hen it was necessary to transfer such 
units into operational areas, this had to be done by order of the chief of the 
OKW. On the other hand, corresponding transfers from the front to the rear 
were ordered by the OK] with the concurrence of the chief of the General 
Staff of the Army, 

The high SS and police leaders normally had command of operations 
against partisans. If stronger army units were committed together with the 
SS and police units within oncerational areas, a hifh commander of the army 
could be desisnated commander of the operation. 

During anti-partisan operations within operational areas all forces 
committed for these operations were unde: the command of the respective 
commander=in-chief of the army sroup, 

2. Directives as to the manner and necthods of carrying on counter— 
partisan operations were issucd by the OK’! (Keitel) to the OKH upon orders 
from Hitler and after consultation with Himmler, The OKH was responsible 
merely for the transmission of these orders to army groups, for instance such 
orders as those concerning the treatment to be accorded to commissars and 
communists, those concerning the manner of prosceuting by courts martial army 
personnel who had committed offenses against the population, as well as those 
establishing the basic principles foverning reprisals against the inhabitants. 

3. The detailed workine out of all matters involving the treatment 
of the local populace as well as anti-partisan warfare in operational arcas, 


a H1143 - 


in pursuance of orders from the OK’, was the responsibility of the Hi 
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TRANSLATION OF AFFIDAVIT No.20 (ctd) 
OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEZF OF COUNSEL 


Generalquarticrmeister of the OKH, 

4. It had always becn my personel opinion that the treatment of the 
civilian population and the methods of sitet chico warfare in operational 
areas presented the highest political and military leaders with a welcomed 
opportunity of carrying out their plans, namely the systematic exterminetion 
of Slavism and Jewry. Entirely independent of this, I always regarded these 
crucl methods as military insanity, because they only helped to make combat 


against the enemy unnecessarily more difficult. 


(Sicned) HEUSINGER, 
Generalleutnant, 


* OPERURSEL: ss 


Before me, WALTER H. RAPP, Captain, Cavalry, ASN 0-454231, an officer 
duly qualified to take oaths, appeared General HEUSINGER to me known, who 
in my presence signed the foregoing "Srkl#rung" (statement) consisting of 
two pages in the German language, and swore that the same was true on the 
ist day of December 1915. 


(Signed) ‘alter H. Rapp 
WALTER H. RAPP 
Captain CAV 
O-4,54,.231 


TRANSLATOR'S NOTH: (The above acknowlodement of oath appeared 4n the 
original in English) 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 
OF DOCULENT 


I, PAUL A. NEULAND, Major, QMC, ASIN 0-385720, hereby certify that 
I am thoroughly conversant with the English and Germen languages; and that 
the above is a true and correct translation of Affidavit Noe 2, 
, 
(Signed) Paul A. Neuland 

PAUL A. NEULAND 

Major QUIC 

0-385720 
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AFFIDAVIT No. 20 


_ERILARUNG 


1) Von Berinn des Krieges 1939 bis Herbst 1940 war ich ia der Operations— 
abteiluns im 0.K.H., voi Herbst 1940 bis 20,7.1944 Chef der Operations— 
abteilung im 0.K.H. 

lit der Ubernahme des Oberbefehls Uber das Heer Ubertrug Hitler dem 
Chef des Generalstabes des Heeres die Beratung in allen Fuhrunesfragen 
des russischen Kriegsschauplatzes, 

Damit war fiir alle Fragen innerhelb des Operationsrebietes im Osten der 
Chef des Generalstabes des Heeres zustdndis, fiir alle Fraren ausserhalb des 
Operationszebietes das O.K."7., zum Beispiel im allcemeinen fur alle Truppen, 
die in den Reichskomaissariaten lacen. (Sicherungsverbdnde, SS Einheiten, 
Polizei). 

Alle Polizei- und SS Verbunde in den Reichskommissariaten unterstanden 
ausserdem dem Keichsfthrer SS.\ienn es erforderlich wurde, solche Verbénde 
in das Uperationsgebiet zu verleren, bedurfte es dazu eines Befehls des Chefs 
O.K.'7. Im umgekehrten Falle wurde, nach Hinverst4ndnis des Chefs des 
Generalstabes des Heeres, eine entsprechende Verle-unc von vorn nach hinten 
durch das O.K."/, angeordnet. 

Im allgemeinen ftihrten bei Bendenunternehmungen die h8heren SS- und 
Polizeifuhrer das kommando. ‘Jaren in einzclnen F#llen st¥rkere Heercs- 
einheiten innerhalb des Operationscebietes neben des SS- und Polizeiverbénden 


eingesetzt, so konnte in solchen F#llen ein h8herer Befehlshaber des Hecres 


@.. Fuhrer des Unternchmens bestimmt worden. 


Bei Bandenunternehmun-en inrerhalb des Operationsrebietes waren die zu dem 
Unternehmen cinresetzten sesanten Kriifte dem Oberbefehlshaber der betr. 
Heeresrruppe unterstellt, 

2). Die Befehle Uber die Art der Durchfilhrunc der Bandenbek#mpfung (iiethoden) 
wurden auf Anordnung Hitlers, wohl nach Besprechungen mit Himaler, durch das 
O.K.W. (Keitel) dem O.K.H. gfegeben; das O.K.H. war nur fir die ‘eitergebe 
dieser Befehie an die Heerescruppen verantwortlich, wie z.B. die Befchle Uber 
dic Behandlung¢ von Kommissaren, Kommunisten; dic Anweisunr Uber dic art der 
kriegsgerichtlichen Ahnduns von Vergchen Hceresanechtrirer cegen die 


Bev8lkerung sowie dic Richtlinien ther Vorseltungsmassnahmen ceren die 


M0 
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Binwohner,. 
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AFFIDAVIT No.20 (contd) 


3.) Die Bearbeitung aller Fragen der Behandlung der Bevilkerung sowic der 
Bandenbekémpfung im Operationsrebiet, in ausftlhrune cer Befehle des O.1.”., 
lag im O.K.H. im Arbeitsbereich ces Gcneralquartiermeisters. 

4) Es wer schon immer meine ners&nliche Ansicht, dass dic Behandlung der 
Zivilbevtlkerung im Operationsrebiet und die “ethoden cer Bandenbekémpfung 
im Operationsgebiet der obersten politischen und militdrischen Fuhrung 

eine willkommene Gelcgenheit bot, ihre Zicle durchzufthren, ndmlich die 
systomatische Reduzierung des Slaven- und Judentums. Ganz abgesehen davon 
habe ich immer diese frausamen Nethoden als eine militHrische Torheit 
angesehen, da sie dazu beitrugen, den Kampf der Truppe regen den Feind 


unndétig zu erschweren,. 


OBZRURSEL: 


Before mc, WALTER H. RAPP, Captain, Cavalry, ASK 0-454231, an 
officer duly quelificd to trke oaths, appeared General 


to me known, who in my nrcsence sirnea the forcrcoing "Urklérung" 


(statement) consistin; of two pases in the Gemirn lancuarce, and swore 


that the sanc was truc on the lst dar of Deceriber 1915. 


(Sirned) cr H. Rapp 
e a PP 
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AFFIDAVIT No; 2k 
ERKTLARRUNG 


ch war zu Beinn des cussiscacn Folczuges erstcr Gceneralstabs— 
offivior dor 17bon Prnzordivision, dic nocrdlich Brest-Litcws}: ucber den 
Bug anzugreifen hatte. anz kurz vor Beinn des Ansriffs erhiclt meine 
Division cinen schriftichen Puchrorbefchl vom OF! auf den Dicnstwege. 
In dicsem Befehl tar anzeoranct, Gass russischc Kommissare boi. Gefangennamhe 
Chne gerichtlichos Verfahren sofort vad ruccisicntslos zu erschicssen 
waeren. x y 1s Ostheercs. Obwohl 
der Bofehl bis horunter zu den Komp ni.en bekmmrtsc.schen werden sollte, hat 
der Kommendicrende Gconoral dos “KXVTI Penserkorps (General der Panzer- 
truppen Temelscn) dic Bokuwtrabc an div Truope verboten, weil Cieser Befehl 
nach seiner Auffassung in mnilitacrisebcr und moralischer Hinsicht untragbar 
schicn. 

(Signed) Bogislav v, BONIN 
Colonel 


1 Deecmber 1945 


OBFRUR AL: Ss 


Before mo, PAUL A. NEULAID, Nafor, GC, A3)) 0-385720, an officer 
duly qualified to take untns, appearcd Coicnel v. BCLIN, to me known, who 
in my presence signed the forsgoing ‘Ericlacrunc" (statement) consisting 


te 


of one page in the Gorman lensuase, end swore thet tho same was trac on 
the 1st day of Decenbcr 1945. 


(Signed) Paul A, Nealand 
PAUL 4, NEGLAND 
Major Qhic 
O--385720 
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